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Wel | | itos Ju
hiding from the sun. It is 100 de-
grees today, and most people
are only outside if they can jump
into pools! It is not a great sea
son for rock hunts; you might say
that it is kind of a shoulder sea-
son for clubs and shows, alt
hough both Arkla-Tex and Baton|
Rouge Gem & Mineral Societ

Sigrid
SCFEMS Pr esgf )8 e waiting for fall, when
the weather has a chance to cool off.

Buté this is a great
It is time to start thinking about fall shows, particu
larly the SCFMS Convention on November 1,
which will be cehosted by the Annual Houston Ger
and Mineral Society Show which runs Novemb
13th-15t% at the Humble Civic Center in Humblg
Texas. For those who
much about traffic. | have reserved hotel room
one mile away from the show. If you can get ther
youodl | be fine. We can

St lsawe thieir shows in August. Mogt

PEABODY MUSEUM

By Sigrid Stewart, SCFMS President
aloll | bet h
us search for rock-
hounding or museum
experiences while visit-
ing family members.
After all you are away
from home and look-
ing for something dif-
ferent just around the
corner!

t

My daughter and her
family recently moved to
s @oarediqut, and | waitesl no seentlem prtheiprew e
house. Husband Steve was willing to go but he had
one demand: to visit the Peabody Museum at Yale in
n New Haven Connecticut to see a special mineral col-
pr lection. He had read about a man called the Black
, Hole of the East Coast (that term explained below);-

Phosphophyllite Bolivia

a | t ¥ampbl, knpwin éoa sveopingamadd buying allrof/a t

5 mine run or the best locality specimens of a mineral
p, and then locking them away, never to be seen again.
©fceunse Bever ia algng tinfe,oand sadly Mh Wampadl e

There is still a long way to go to revitalize t

passed away, leaving his heirs to handle his extensive

SCFMS. We need volunteers for some of our cofn-collection. One of them arranged for an exhibit at the

mittees. Those committees feed information anT

work into AFMS committees, so without strong loc
federations, we may not have a strong national fec
eration.

The problems are many, including an aging po
ulation of rockhounds, but | am seeing a resur-

Peabody.
Al
- Yale University was established in 1701, and the ar-

chitecture is impressive! There is a lot of construction
p-in the area, so the parking situation is difficult, but we
arrived early enough to park in a nearby lot, free if

gence of younger people who are interested in ggt-your ticket is validated. According to Wikipedia, the

ting their hands on real rocks and doing somethin
with them. Dondét gi ve
think that quartz is only found in Minecraft!

) Museum was founded by the philanthropist George

§ Peaboulyan 1868 at the behest of hig mephevg Otimiel o ¢

Charles Marsh, an early paleontologist famous for his

rivalry with Edward Drinker Cope to discover new dino-

CALIFORNIAGOLD

California Gold

saurs during the Bone Wars. The original building was
demolished and the museum moved to the current
site in 1925, and the new building built in a style to
harmonize with other older buildings of the Yale cam-
pus. Recently it underwent awargvinning renovations
and expansions to add labs, classrooms and public
spaces, and to revamp display areas. It is probably
best known for the Great Hall of Dinosaurs.

Continued on Page 5
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Continued from Page 4

The mineral display area is on

the 3rd floor, but before we

even made it to the elevator,

we spotted a gorgeous display

of gold specimens from Califor-

nia on the first floor. | could run BeryHtMinasGerais,
out of adjectives describing that Brazil
exhibit, but after a while, we

headed upstairs.

We also looked for an aban-
doned local quarry in Cheshire,
famous for ----- It was mapped
on Mindat, so we expected it
would not be too hard to find.
Sure enough, just off Quarry
Road on Highway--in Cheshire
we found the entrance. Unfortu-

The Rocket  nately, it was up a steep road
into very weedy looking territory. Probably full of
ticks. In the state where Lyme disease was first iden-
tified! We decided maybe we would contact local
clubs about the site and perhaps visit after a good
frost.

References:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Peabody Museum_of_Natural_History

https://peabody.yale.edu/news/centerbrookwin-aia
-award

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bone Wars

Every rockhound

has one rock on the kitchen counter

just because.”
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SCFMS ANNUAL DUES AND INSURANCE

7
AT

DEADLINE IS

SEPETEMBER 30, 2026,

For the 2026-2027 membership year.

Find the forms in this issue and at
https://scfms.net/formsmembers.html

HOUSTON GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY

Nov 13 -15,2026
)~ HUMBLE CIVIC CENTER

Tickets $12

R TR P R G
RO e e N
person at the show

E ;

Rbseensa  [w]g

Albite on Schorl
Skardu District, Pakistan

_ hgms.org
Hfacebook.com/hgms.org | instagram.com/hgms.org_tx
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THESOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF MINERAL
SOCIETIES Arkansas « Louisiana = Texas

SCFMS Combined Dues and Insurance Form

Dues and Insurance Payments MUST BE RECEIVED BY SEPTEMBER 30, 2025
CLUB INFORMATION:

Club Name:

Club Address:
City: State: Zip:

CONTACT PERSON FOR CLUB:

Name:
Address: Zip:

City: State:
Phone: Email:
SCFMS MEMBERSHIP DUES & INSURANCE:

* Use club membership count as of September 1

* Yearly adult membership is $4.00 ($2.25 for dues and $1.75 for insurance) per adult

* Yearly junior membership is $2.25 ($0.50 for dues and $1.75 insurance) per junior*
*Junior members are those under 18 years of age on September 1

* There is a 10% late fee if payment is received after September 30

* You must download first, then fill/save/print and mail or email this completed form
with a check payable to SCFMS or South Central Federation of Mineral Societies.

# of Adults: Xx$4.00ea.$

# of Juniors (under 18): Xx$2.25ea.$
Late fee 10% if received after September 30: $
Total Dues and Insurance payment: =$

DATE: CHECK #:

SEND PAYMENT TO: THE SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF MINERAL SOCIETIES
c¢/0 SUSAN BURCH, SCFMS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
10911 HOLLY SPRINGS DR., HOUSTON, TX 77042

**To contact the Executive Secretary email: scfmseditor@yahoo.com or call 936-615-5397**

7/ AFMS N

\J Lo Member of the American Federation of y\
CX A n Mineralogical Societies \

——

S




SCFMS CLUB OFFICER, EDITOR, AND WEBMASTER SUBMISSION FORM

CLUB INFORMATION:

CLUB NAME:
(Please pay special attention to “8&” or “and”)
CLUB MAILING ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

CLUB PHONE NUMBER:

MEETIMNG LOCATION ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
MEETIMG TIME:
MEETING DATE:
OR MEETING RECURS MONTHLY ON THE: Clist O2nd O3rd Cl4th  WEEK
ON: OMon. OTues. OWed. OThors. OFri. OSat. OSun.

EXLUDED MONTHS: UJanuary [February DOMarch OApril OMay DOJune
Uuly DAwgust DSeptember DOctober UNovember [December

CLUB WEBSITE:

CLUB FACEBOOK PAGE:

CLUB NEWSLETTER NAME:

OUR CLUB IS A 501{c){3) ORGANIZATION: 0O YES O NO

ANNUAL SHOW:

SHOW TITLE:
ANNUAL SHOW MONTH:  OJanuary OFebruary OMarch OApril OMay OJune
OJuly OAogust OSeptember OOctober ONovember ODecember

ANNUAL SHOW CALENDAR DATES:
ANNUAL SHOW OCCURS ON (select all days): OMon. OTues. OWed. OThurs. OFri. OSat. OSun.

DAY 1 SHOW OPEN TIME: _ OaMOPM  CLOSE TIME: _OaM OFM
DAY 2 SHOW OPEN TIME: _ OamOPM CLOSE TIME: _OaM OPM
DAY 3 SHOW OPEN TIME: _ OamOPM CLOSETIME: _OaM OPM
DAY 4 SHOW OPEN TIME: _ OaMOPM CLOSE TIME: _OaM OPM

SHOW FACILITY NAME:
SHOW ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: KAV

MNAME OF SHOW CHAIR OR SHOW CONTACT:
SHOW CHAIR PHONE NUMBER:
SHOW CHAIR EMAIL ADDRESS:

O WEDOHNOTHOLD AN ANNUAL SHOW
O WEHOLD MORE THAN ONE SHOW PER YEAR
List additional show information:

PAGE1QF2



SCEFMS CLUB OFFICER, EDITOR, AND WEBMASTER SUBMISSION FORM
CLUB OFFICER INFORMATION: CLUB NAME:

MONTH OF OFFICER ELECTIONS: OJanuary OFebruary OMarch OApril OMay OJune
OJuly OAugust OSeptember OOctober ONovember ODecember

OMAIN CONTACT (SELECT ONE OFFICER)
PRESIDENT NAME: _
MAILING ADDRESS: PR i
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
HOME PHONE: CELL PHOMNE:
EMAIL ADDRESS:

OMAIN CONTACT {SELECT ONE OFFICER) OOPOSITION VACANT

1ST VICE PRESIDENT NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS: R

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
HOME PHONE: CELL PHONE:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

OMAIN CONTACT (SELECT OME OFFICER) OPOSITION VACANT

SECRETARY MAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
HOME PHOME: CELL PHOME:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

OMAIN CONTACT (SELECT OME OFFICER) OPOSITION VACANT TREASURER NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: FAN
HOME PHOME: CELL PHONE:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

OMAIN CONTACT (SELECT OME OFFICER) OFOSITION VACANT

EDITOR NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: FAN
HOME PHONE: CELL PHONE:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

OMAIN COMNTACT (SELECT OME OFFICER) OPOSITION VACANT WEBMASTER MAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
HOME PHONE: CELL PHOME:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

SCPME WE WILL RO LONGER ACCEPT CLUB ADDRESSES OR CLUB PHONE NUMBERS FOR CONTACT INFORMATION PROYVIDED BY MEMBER
CLUBES. WE HAVE TAKEN MEASURES TO IDENTIFY APFROPRIATE USE OF THE DATA WE COLLECT AND PROTECT THE PERSONAL
INFORMATION WE QOBTAIN. PLEASE READ OUR PRIVACY POLICY AND CONTACT A CURRENT SCEMS OFFICER IF THERE ARE CONCERNS.
OFFICER INFORMATION MUST BE SUBMITTED BY WITH DUES FOR AND AGAIN BY FEBRYARY 1, 2026, YOU MAY UPDATE AS SO0ON A%
ELECTIONS ARE HELD, AND SHOULD UPDATE WITHIN 30 DAYS OF ANY CHANGE [N OFFICERS.

0O IHAVEREAD THE SCFMS PRIVACY POLICY AND CONSENT TO SCFMS USE
OF THE CLUB INFORMATION I HAVE PROVIDELD.
EMAIL FILLED FORMS TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY AND DIRECTORY CHAIR:

LSUSAN BURCH, scEmseditor@yahoeo.com AND DHON SHURTE, donshurtz@gmadlcom. QUESTONS! 4366155397
OR YOU MAY PRINT AND MAIL TO: SUSAN BURCH, 10911 HOLLY SPRINGS DR, HOUSTON, TX 77042

PAGE2OF 2
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SEARCHING FOR TURQUOISE IN COLORADO
By Susan Burch

Recently | spent a long weekend in
Colorado with my honey. Besides
enjoying the scenery, | usually pick
up a rock or two to bring home. While
on the trip, | called my momfi as |

always dofi to let her know where
wedd gone, what
to send her a few scenic photos.

Then came t he
turquoise ring,
My mom and | both love turquoise
jewelry and have collected pieces over the years. Hers tend to
be the darker, sometimes greener turquoise, while | love the
skyblue shades of Sleeping Beauty or Kingman. So | wanted
to find something that suitedher taste i something different
from what she already owns. | could have researched the best
turquoise spots in Coloraddi | do enjoy rockhoundingi but
our time was | imited, and
ly extensive.

It coul dndt be just any
have a large stone, be a medium hue, stay under a certain
price point, andfi the kicker fi be a size 11. My mom rarely
asks for anything, so of course | set out to check every shop
we passed. And since | silversmith occasionally and wingap
often, | also kept an eye out for a stone | could turn into a ring
myself.

Most of the resorZown options were far above the price point
and in much smaller sizes. Then, at High Country Gems and
Minerals in Glenwood Springs, | found not just one but three
likely candidates made by a local artisan.

I sent my mom a photo of the three rings so she could choose
her favorite. Unfortunately,
leave the areafi and | couldndt wal Kk

tyhanded. The ring on the right felt too masculine for her
taste. The one on the left had beautiful band detail and a fan-

cy bezel, but the stone wasn
dle ring: a slightly lightethanZnedium hue, but undeniably a
|l arge stone with a fancy bez

WebuMe&i nfe for€ ¥he

r e q upesbowi her fayoritey
| ocoldsr.

he rhat rlﬁg Ithear%t

that came back to
Texas with me.

| decided | wanted it
to be a gift rather than
something she reim-

shop even had a little
purple box with a pur-
for one
Once we flew home,
her message finally
came through. She
liked the one on the left. Oops, | have the wrong ring.

Af t pl ai

D e i P S dad or WP irkisy

it over, | knew she had to have the one she truly wanted. | called

the shop but they
al calls and mes-
sages, the ring
was on its way to
her in another
purple box with a

bow.

With over 250
miles between us,
| dondt
her as mu
like. The ring was
the perfect sizefi
exhet dy dyv
looped fooif and
she loved it. And |
ended up with a
dttle gnexpected
treasure for my-
gdf. and sp

we r @ théythads ur
tur Chlhit@éfévxﬁturqbdlsé thgs. | éntailedttfe bhotb, @nd &t€r sebek- €
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GEOLOGY

LAB®

KIDS

2m 1O EXPLORE ROCKS, GEMS,
GEODES, CRYSTALS, FOSSILS, AND OTHER
WONDERS OF THE EARTH'S SURFACE

wi t h
he

permi ssion fr
l'ink bel ow.

= T e

Create your own di
want to create a dinosaur footprint, you can use any
plastic animal or real seashell. But, come on, dino-
saurs are more fun to play with.

MATERIALS

1 Mold container (e.g., small plastic cap from a
water bottle, tuna can, etc.)

1 Small plastic sheets

1 Premixed spackling compound, plaster of Paris,

(o]

w W . a ARaoznoani . nceo/ ne// @alr Or 3e7t |

nosaur

or other clay
1 Dinosaur toy with accurate feet
1 Nonstick cooking spray
Safety Tips

do

Clay can make amess d on 0 t
on a carpet!

PROTOCOL
STEP 1Make sure your plastic lid is clean.

STEP 2Place a small square of plastic in the bot-
tom of the lid so that you can remove the mold lat-
er.

STEP 3:Press in your clay, spackle, or other com-
pound.

STEP 4:Spray the feet of your dinosaur toy with
nonstick cooking oil. This will prevent any bits of
clay from sticking to the toy.

STEP 5:Press the feet of the plastic dino saur toy

into the compound to make an im pression. Make

sure you get a strong, even impression. Check the
dinosaur feet for bits of clay that still cling to the

plastic; if you need to try again, you can spray more
nonstick cooking oil lightly on the plastic and

smooth out the clay to try again.

STEP 61 et the mold dry completely; then remove it
from the plastic cap. You can trim the edges, paint
it lightly with a water color, or coat it with shellac.

You can also put it in a bezel or attach a hook to

hang it as jewelry.

Continued

o n


https://www.amazon.com/Garret-Romaine/e/B0037I87T8
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Continued from Page 9

STEP 7:You can experiment with common lids you have around the house.

@ Creative Enrichment
1. How would you create a complete track, where

distance?
2. Measure how big your foot is in relationship to how tall you are. How accurate is your model based on

that math? If your dinosaur footprint were 7 feet (2 m) long, how big would the dinosaur be?

THE SCIENCE BEHIND THE FUN

I f youdve ever stepped in mud on a sunny day, VYc
dry hard after several days, that mold could last quite a while. Now just imagine if a storm rolled in and
the area was severely flooded, with a new, thick layer of sand, silt, and clay covering your tracks. All you
would need is more flooding, more burial, and if enough weight built up over it, the mud would turn to

rock and preserve your footprint for a long, long time.

The first dinosaur tracks identified by scientists were found in 1802 in Massachusetts. However, Native
Americans created petroglyphs near several recognized trackways in the western U.S., and these carv-
ings translated to olocation with bird tracks. 6

the relationship between dinosaurs and birds long before paleontologists did.

Today, scientists can learn a lot about the dinosaur that laid down the tracks by measuring the depth of
the imprint, the size of the track, and even the distance between tracks. There are places that seem to
show a herd of dinosaurs all moving in a single direction, and there are sites that appear to show a pred-
ator chasing down their next meal.
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By Susan Burch, SCFMS Editor
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FASCENATING FASCETING

Randy Carlson, HGMS

My grandfather was a "rockhound" so my love for rocks goes further back
than | can remember. | was introduced to faceting nearly 22 years ago and

SCFMS NEWSLETTER
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GEM & MINERAL WORD SEARCH~SOLUTION~
K
!

gist through the US Gemological Institute. Here are a few pieces | havgq

have been cutting rocks ever since. I'm the current Chairman of the Gem-
cut....

stones & Faceting Section of the Houston Gem & Mineral Society. I'm ory
the board of directors of the US Faceters Guild, and | am a trained Gemolof |
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(ALSO KNOWN AS ,
TERNATIONAL ROCK DAY)

S

IS CELEBRATED
ANNUALLY ON

It is a day dedicated
to the study of geology,
the Earth’s diverse
formations, and
appreciating the
science of petrology.
L\
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BENCH TIPS BY BRAD SMITH
CONTRI BUTI ONS
DRILL BREAKAGE
WEL COME'!
Using a small drill is difficult for a beginner, espe-

SCFMS exists f or]|]|caédits 'ﬁﬁ@hﬁ'@nfaflexshaft@Bfoem'LﬁiFS
member clubs and ‘ﬁ af" bféf’ak"‘”a‘hltoP mucky REegsyE pr.if they
teers. Please <co 3t phite 'nthﬁf}OI?CMng our
club by akin a ‘ li
written on '
about a o] Rt
topi c.

Pick a d
give it a go | e
seditor @yahoo. com||Q
month prior to the
date and | woul d p|e t
you to finalize vyp
|l et ter.

Pl ease, be sure |ftTO—S®Tmo —me Vvour
show flyer at | e ap|tMostorebene, howdver, diRQh8 restit f buling
advance S o0, I c a n| cheah @ilis &hat suffgr from poor qoalityr steel
newsl etter. and/or inaccurately ground cutting edges. A good

drill from jewelry supply companies is well worth the
Susan Burch|,P"®Edi tor

NUE WS

Remember that drilling always goes easier with lu-
brication. A little wax or oil is all you need. Almost
anything will work- Three and One, beeswax, miner-
al oil, injection wax, car oil, olive oil, or one of the
commercial cutting waxes. The lubricant helps to
move chips out of the hole and reduces friction of
the drill against the side of the hole, keeping the
drill cooler.

FIND THE BALANCE POINT

With oddshaped pendants
or earrings it's often difficult
fit t@ right place to at-
ach a bail or loop so that
th‘Ie pi is balanced and
hangs straiaht. A quick way
to éak@a t2)| 6 this is to
modify a set
of tweezers.
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Any set of tweezers will work. Spread the tips, sharp-
en them with a file, and bend the tips at a right an-
gle to point towards each other. To use the tool, sus-
pend the pendant or earring between two sharp
points to see if it hangs straight.

FANCY RIVET HEADS

For a nice looking rivet head, use brass escutcheon
pins. You'll have perfectly rounded heads that are all
the same size and shape. The pins are a little hard
to find, so try the best hardware stores first. Be sure
to get solid brass pins, not brass plated steellf un-
sure, test them with a magnet.

The pins are readily available online. Lee Valley
Tools has them in 14- 18 gauge and lengths from
1/4 inch to 1 inch. Go
to http://www.LeeValley.comand do an item search
on "brass escutcheon pin"

For best results, select a drill that gives you a hole
with a close fit to the rivet. Trim the rivet to leave a
little less than one diameter sticking out the back
side. Place the head on a scrap of hard plastic on
the anvil so as to not flatten the head. | prefer a
ball peen hammer (with a small 3/8 inch ball) for
setting the rivet

EASI ER PRONG SETTI NG
When setting stones in a prong mount, the tool is
less likely to slip off the prong if you grind a shallow
groove into its face or rough up the face a bit with
sandpaper. Some folks prefer a prong pusher for
doing this, and others like a set of pliers with a
slight groove on one jaw.

The easiest way to create a slot on the pusher is
with a file, and the quickest way to create a slot on
one jaw of your pliers is with a separating disc.
Then do a rough polish on the slot with a medium
grit, knife-edge silicone wheel.

Making jewelry involves a multitude of skills,
intricate hand work, and a lot of problem solving. In
this book series find help to:

1 Broaden your metalworking skills

1 Improve productivity at the bench

1 Save money on tools and supplies

See Other Tips in my Smart Solutions for Jewelry
Making Problems
http://amazon.com/dp/BOBQ8YVLTJ

Happy hammering,
- Brad Smith
BradSmithJewelry@gmail.com
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