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SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF MINERAL SOCIETIES, INC.
2020 SCFMS OFFICERS
President: Jerrold Simpson
Executive V-P: Roger Burford
Secretary: Liz Burford
Treasurer/Web Master:
Don Shurtz
Exec. Secretary:
Kimberly Brannon
AFMS Endowment Fund Raffle:
(temporary) Jerrold Simpson
SCFMS Endowment Fund Com.
Treasurer: Empty
Nominating Committee – Ron
Carmen
Past President: Roger Burford
For more information or to send
information to the SCFMS or an
officer, please email:
scfmsinformation@gmail.com

PURPOSE
*To promote popular interest and
education in the various earth sciences, in particular those hobbies
dealing with the art of lapidaries
and the science of minerals, fossils,
as well as their associated fields.
*To cooperate with educational and
scientific institutions or other
groups engaged in increasing
knowledge in the earth sciences.
*To cooperate with or become
members of similar Federations in
the United States and elsewhere.
*To assist in the formation of earth
sciences societies in localities
where public interest justifies their
formation.
E-MAIL ADDRESS
CORRECTION AND CHANGES
It is each members responsibility to
send your email address corrections
to the SCFMS Editor:

A NOTE FROM
—THE EDITOR—
THE FINAL
DEADLINE, ETC.
For each newsletter the deadline is
the 20th of the prior month. February-April-June-August-OctoberDecember all provide the deadline
for the following bi-monthly issue.
Although, the Editor may chose to
adjust the deadline due to circumstances.

As a reminder! Shop hints and tips
that are used in this newsletter have
not been evaluated for safety or reliability by myself. Please use caution
and safety when trying out any new
idea. Please, if you have something
urgent give me a call, but send newsletter content via email.

Susan Burch,
scfmseditor@yahoo.com

ANNUAL SHOW 2021

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED
BIMONTHLY

ANNUAL MEETING

TBD

TBD
PLEASE KEEP YOUR EMAIL
ADDRESS UP TO DATE CONTACT SUSAN BURCH,
EDITOR, WITH ANY
CHANGES.

DUPLICATION
In most instances material in this
newsletter may be duplicated for
noncommercial purposes providing
full credit is given. There are exceptions, please do not assume permissions. For Commercial use, the
individual author(s) must be contacted for their approval.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR/BEAC:
Susan Burch
scfmseditor@yahoo.com

SCFMS WEB-SITE:
WWW.SCFMS.NET
The SCFMS is a
member
of
the
American Federation of Mineral Societies. amfed.org
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Thank you to all the officers
that continued in their previous positions. Thank you to
those that stayed as officers
but changed positions. The
SCFMS operates with volunteers filling all positions, just
as other organizations do.
All the member societies operate the same way. As we
all know, it is difficult to
sometimes find people to fill Jerrold Simpson,
all the positions available. As SCFMS President
with most organizations of this
nature, we have some spots that do need filling. Later
in this newsletter, we will list those jobs that need
filled. If you would like to volunteer, just contact any
of the current officers.
Speaking of officers & officer duties, I would recommend each one of you review the SCFMS By-laws
and Operating Procedures to see what it is you volunteered to do. Most of the duties are outlined in those
two documents. There are some however that are not.
For instance, the Executive VP of the Federation has
to report to the AFMS about any members that have
passed. Where does he get that information? From the
district VP’s. This is not outlined in the operation procedures for the District VP.
The By-laws/Constitution committee will be working
on that this year. They will be reviewing the documents to determine if and what changes might need to
be done. We will be checking to make sure all positions are outlined in the operation procedures. We will
be checking to see if any positions or committees need
to be consolidated or removed. If any members have
any suggestions regarding changing the Constitution/
By-laws/Operation Procedures, please contact me at
jsimpsonclaims@live.com. If you need a copy of the
Constitution/By-laws, contact me or the Federation
Secretary, Liz Buford.
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All of the member societies either should have or will
soon, elect and install new officers. This is a reminder
to make sure you get the new officer list to the Directory Chair, Linda Simpson, as soon as you can. She
has a deadline as to when the directory has to be completed so it can be distributed to the member societies.
You
may
contact
her
at
rockcamp_speaker@outlook.com(rockcamp(underscore)
speaker@outlook.com). Please complete the officer’s
form with information that will allow the Federation to
contact the proper officers when needed. Please do
not list a phone number or give an address for your
club house where no one is there except during meetings. Please provide the actual contact information of
at least one of the elected officers. Access to the directory is protected and you have to have the proper information to be able to review it. If you have need of
that access information, contact Linda Simpson or
Kimberly Brannon, ACFMS Executive Secretary.
All of our dealers are anxiously awaiting information
regarding the shows for 2021. It may be early for
those with shows in the last 6 months of the year. For
those with shows coming up in January, February and
March now is the time to notify your dealers. Please
contact Suzan Burch, Editor, of this newsletter so she
can list whether or not you will be having a show.
The newsletter dead line is the 20th of the month prior
to publication. This edition deadline was 12/20/2020.
The next deadline will be 02/20/2021. I am asking
those of you who cannot/did not, make the 12/20/2020
deadline to contact your dealers by email or letter if
you are having a show or not.
Please contact me, or any of the other SCFMS officers, if you have any questions or suggestions as how
we can improve the Federation or how we can better
serve the members and member Societies.
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and hope you have a
happy and prosperous New Year.
Jerrold Simpson,
SCFMS President, 2021
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LET ME SHOW YOU…
Part of my job as the SCFMS Show Coordinator is to
find clubs to host the SCFMS annual meeting in conjunction with their local show. Finding a club to host a
meeting has been nearly impossible for 2021 year.
Due to the pandemic, many clubs are not holding
meetings or had to cancel their show.
In 2022 a joint SCFMS and AFMS Convention will be
hosted by the East Texas Gem & Mineral Society in
Tyler TX, Jan. 29-30, 2022. We still need a host for
2023 SCFMS meeting and for all subsequent years.
Please consider volunteering. I have information on
what is required as a host and will email it to you upon
request.
While I was updating the directory, I created the chart
below to help me visualize the show schedules. Note:
This chart is only as accurate as the information sent
on the SCFMS Officer Forms requested for the directory or by phone or email contact with clubs. If there
are corrections or cancellations, please let me know
right away. Covid-19 guidelines can change and the
spread of the virus is uncertain. ALWAYS check with
the hosting club before traveling, to be sure the show
has not been cancelled.
Linda Simpson
SCFMS Show Coordinator
rockcamp_speaker@outlook.com

VACANT SCFMS POSITIONS, 2021
Below is a list of vacant positions the SCFMS has for
the 2021 year. Some of these positions have been vacant for several years. All of these positions are outlined in the Constitution/By-laws/Operation Procedures of the Federation. Most of them do not require a
lot of time to accomplish. These positions are important to the proper operations of the Federation. Some
are required for the Federation to maintain our membership in the AFMS.
Of course all these positions are volunteer and the
only pay is the satisfaction of a job well done and
maybe getting your name in the Newsletter. You

might even get a badge to wear on your shirt or vest.
Next time you see Ron Carmen notice how many position badges he has on his vest. He is not the only
one that can be seen with numerous position badges
on their vests or shirt. I know Ron and he has done a
great service to AFMS, SCFMS and his current Societies (I believe he belongs to more than one local society as many people do)
There are some additional positions vacant however
they deal with the AFMS. I will list those in the next
newsletter.
So if any of you are just sitting around watching the
tube and wondering what to do next, the Federation
would happily accept you for one of the jobs listed
below.
You can contact me at scfmspresident@gmail.com, or at 361-877-3073, call or text. I
prefer a call because I like to visit with people.

District III VP – Covers, Corpus Christi, Victoria,
Fredericksburg, and 2 San Antonio Societies.
District VI VP – Rolling Rock Club
AFMS Endowment Fund Raffle – (temporary
chair) Jerrold Simpson
Auditing Committee - Chair & 1 member – (Liz
Buford is a current member but we need one
more)
Budget Committee members – We need 2 members (SCFM VP is chair)
Endowment Fund Committee - Treasurer
Golden Spark Plug Award – Chair & members
Historian – To me this is a very important job and
will tell the story of the Federation to future
generations.
Nominating Committee – We need a Chair and
one member, (Ron Carmen is the only member
at this time)
Jerrold Simpson, SCFMS President

SCFMS NEWSLETTER

PAGE 5

JANUARYJANUARY-FEBRUARY,

2021

DIRECTORY NEWS
It’s me, your Directory Chair, and I am not a stalker!
True, you only hear from me Nov-Jan. The majority of
the 36 clubs in the SCFMS hold elections between
those months. Some of you get contacted multiple
times, but it is to get needed information for the directory. There is a deadline for the directory to be updated. The Officer Forms are the best way to get the
information to me. To keep the directory current, I
need to be notified if there is an officer change, address, email, or phone number change(s). You may
email or phone me with the information. You may
send the changes on a new officer form if you prefer.
A huge thank you goes to those clubs who consistently
send their Officer Forms right away. You know who
you are and I appreciate you very much.
The SCFMS Directory is an important tool for the
Federation officers. Please help keep it current.
Linda Simpson
Directory Chair
rockcamp-speaker@outlook.com
361-851-8788
Note: Due to the annoying abundance of robot calls, I
won’t answer if your number comes up without a
name or don’t recognize it. Please leave a message and
I will return your call.
Irene Stemple honored with Lifetime Membership
June 2020

The Fort Worth Gem and Mineral Club is proud to
honor Irene Stemple with a lifetime membership. As a
sustaining member for over 50 years we would like to
recognize her contributions to the club. Irene joined
the club soon after moving to Fort Worth in 1969. She
got involved almost immediately by becoming the
program chair and continued to support the club
throughout the years. During this time, Irene held
many offices including the Bulletin Editor, 2nd VP of
Programs, and President. She was involved in obtaining the property of the current clubhouse and stopping
graffiti on the building when the club hired a local
graffiti youth group to paint the current design of
rocks and dinosaurs on the exterior of the building.
Irene always loved sharing her knowledge of fossils.
She represented our club when she sent Texas specimen collections to out-of-state organizations and museums. She was ‘show exhibits’ organizer for several
years, taught children about rocks and fossils, and
taught lapidary classes. Fort Worth Gem and Mineral
Club members affectionately call her “the brownie
lady”, because she always brought the sweet treat to
meetings; and many of us fondly recall her leading the
carols at the holiday party.
Unfortunately, due to health issues, Irene can no
longer participate as she once did. She is at home enjoying the collection from her true passion - field trips.
She was always ready to go collect fossils and in earlier days joined TCU geology students on a monthlong trip out west. She loved digging in the dirt. She
has been a great inspiration to members, young and
old.

Elaine Berry, April 20, 1929 - January 6, 2021
It is with heavy hearts that we report beloved member, Elaine Berry, passed away on
January 6,2021. She was a life-time member of the DGMS and always had a smile on
her face. She and her husband, Don, manned the front desk at our Annual Show for
many years, greeting each customer with enthusiasm.
Please keep Don and his extended family in your thoughts.
You may read the full obituary at:
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/dallas-tx/elaine-berry-9987780
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BILLY "BILL" RAY
HOLBERT
July 23, 1928
-December 30, 2020

Graveside services for Billy
“Bill” Ray Holbert, 92, of
Tyler, Texas, was held on
Tuesday, January 5, 2021, at
Rose Hill Cemetery with
Rev. Dennis Cable officiating, under the direction of
Jackson's Burks Walker Tippit Funeral Home.
Bill passed away on Wednesday, December 30, 2021, at UT Health Hospital.
Bill was born July 23, 1928, in Mount Vernon, Texas
to John and Dessie Holbert.
Bill served for 4 years in the U.S. Navy’s Anti Submarine Air Unit and later retired from the U. S. Postal
Service. He was also a member of the East Texas
Gem & Mineral Society. Bill attended Bible Wesleyan
Church.
Bill was preceded in death by parents John and Dessie
Holbert, sister, Mary Holbert and brothers, Jack and
James Holbert.
Bill is survived by his wife, April Holbert, two daughters, Jackie Brown and Julia Hassell, step-son Richard
Marion, grandchildren Jessica Hassell and Justin Geddie, step-granddaughter Kayla Marion and four greatgrandchildren.

DEE RAY HOLLAND
March 24, 1933
December 9, 2020
Dee Holland passed away December 9, 2020,. He was the
last of a group of pioneers in
t h e N o r t h w e s t Fe d e r a tion. Dee, along with Ed Romack, John Spunaugle, Cliff
Jackson, Dorothy & Glenn Lee and Richard Glissman
all hung around together and created so many things
we can all look back on with awe and reverence. The
fellas were all involved in faceting, they were all involved in competitive rules and exhibiting, they were
all involved in the formation of ALAA, American
Lands Access Assn. Dee was NFMS president in
1987-88 and went on to be AFMS president, 1998,
and finally in his later years, he was president of
AFMS Scholarship Foundation.
His great love was judging competitive exhibits all
over the regional federation shows, and worked hard
to update the AFMS Rules. Along with Jay Bowman,
they created the first program of bringing people from
all the regional federations to Wildacres for a weeklong seminar of teaching how to judge competitive exhibits. Both Dee and Jay always said, 'you are
not a judge, YOU are a teacher.'
Dee had been in bad health for many years, but he
leaves a legacy we will not soon forget. R.I.P.

Bill taught me to wire-wrap in 2000 and encouraged
me into joining the ETGMS that year. His quiet smile
and humor genuinely brightened many a club meeting.
He was always ready to help anyone who wanted to
learn more about the hobby and was truly talented in
many aspects. SB
Bill was a long time member of The East Texas Gem
& Mineral Society. He was known for his expertise in
the many rock art pieces that he created. He will be
missed. Our deepest sympathy to Bill's family.

Shirley Leeson, AFMS President 2008
You can read his obituary here:
https://www.jonesandcaseyfh.com/obituaries/Dee-Ray--Holland-?obId=19356143

SCFMS NEWSLETTER

PAGE 7

JANUARYJANUARY-FEBRUARY,

2021

EMERSON TUCKER
1930-2021
Emerson Elson Tucker of Lubbock, Texas, was born near Mystic, Connecticut on July 20, 1930 and passed away
on Friday February 5, 2021. He is survived by his spouse of 52 years, Patricia of Lubbock, daughter Beth Garrett
(Ed) of Huntington Beach, California, two Grandsons, Aaron Garrett of Lubbock (Denita), Grant Garrett of Huntington Beach, CA (Stephanie), and three great grandchildren Britney Sloan (Riley), Shelby Garrett and Wyatt
Garrett. He was a member of St. Paul's on the Plains Episcopal Church in Lubbock.
Emerson was a member of the United States Air Force and a veteran of the Korean War. After an honorable discharge, he graduated from Texas Tech University in 1955 with a degree in textile engineering and was an Honorary member of Phi Psi Textile Fraternity. After graduation, he became employed by Denison Cotton Mill in Denison, Texas and then was employed at Plains Cotton Cooperative Association in Lubbock, Texas for 45+ years.
Emerson was active in numerous national and local organizations which included:
Friends of the Library, The Texas Tech Museum Association, Lubbock County Historical Commission, Rollin'
Rock Club, Past President-South Central Federation of Gem and Mineral Society, Past President- American Federation of Gem and Mineral Society, and Westerners.
During the 1970s and into the 1980s Mr. Tucker worked with a group of engineers to develop instruments to rapidly and accurately measure the quality of cotton fibers such as the fiber length, strength, color, and fineness. He
played an important role in testing the instruments and in analyzing the data to demonstrate that the quality of cotton could be precisely and economically determined by these instruments called HVI (High Volume Instruments).
This was an important development for West Texas cotton growers, ginners, merchants, and textile manufactures.
These instruments are now used by the USDA to measure the quality of the entire United States cotton crop and
are also used to determine the quality of the cotton grown in many other parts of the world. He perfected the process of selecting cotton to meet the strict standards of the Levi Strauss Company by using instrument testing in the
denim mill at Littlefield, Texas.
Mr. Tucker has had a profound effect on the cotton industry. Specifically, Tucker and two others worked on the
"Wells Project" where they perfected the method of building cotton "modules" (replacing "bales") and transporting
those modules. This information was used in the construction of the "super gin" of that day in Crosbyton, Texas.
The construction of cotton storage warehouses in Altus, Oklahoma and Sweetwater, Texas, as well as the
construction of the denim mill at Littlefield, Texas was under his supervision.
A special thanks to the nurses and staff at Carillon House for their unwavering support.
Emerson was loved and will be greatly missed by his family, close friends and co-workers.
In lieu of flowers the family suggest memorials to Texas Boys Ranch, Meals on Wheels Lubbock, Texas Home
Health-Hospice or a charity of your choice.
A virtual online memorial service was held at 6:30 PM on Thursday February, 25th by Reverend James Haney of
St. Paul's on the Plains Episcopal Church of Lubbock.
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/lubbockonline/obituary.aspx?n=emerson-tucker&pid=197812112&fhid=14658
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or the front page. I’ll use the back page for this example.

PETE KEISER

First, pick and slide your standard items off the page.
This might include your return mailing address, club
affiliations, mission statement, calendar and such. Now
you have a blank page.

November 10, 1953 —February 24, 2021
Pete was a long time member of the East Texas Gem
& Mineral Society, active in many of the club events especially the Annual Show Silent Auction. Pete will
be missed!
Margaret Kilanski, ETGMS Webmaster
Pete Keiser, 67 of Kilgore passed away on Wednesday, February 24, 2021 in Kilgore. Cremation arrangements are under the direction of Rader Funeral Home.
Full obituary will be available upon family approval.
https://www.raderfuneralhome.com/obituaries/PeteKieser?obId=20101490#/celebrationWall

CREATING BULLETIN
COVER BACKGROUNDS
Mark Nelson, AFMS BEAC

Let’s say your bulletin is for August and that you want
to create a background that highlights your article on
Peridot, the month’s birthstone. Use your search engine
(in my case it is Google) to search for “peridot sand”.
Switch the results to Images and scroll to one that you
like - such as the image shown at http://geology.com/
minerals/olivine.shtml. Right click on the image and
select Save As, and save it into your file for the August
bulletin—either as the default name of “olivinesand.jpg” or whatever you choose.
Back to Publisher. On your blank page, create a text
box and expand it to fill the entire page. Right click inside the box, select Format Text Box, and put a black
border around it. Now, left click on the Fill tab on the
toolbar and left click again on the Texture tab. Left
click again on Other Texture and a screen will open to
allow you to go to your August file and select the JPG
called “Olivine Sand”. Now the background of your
bulletin will be filled with striking green peridot gems!
Go back to the outside margins of your page and bring
back those standard items for that back page. You can
select your return address and do a cut-and-paste, or
slide your item onto the new background and either
click on the “Bring To Front” button on your toolbar or
press Alt+F6 on your keyboard. Position the item
where you want it and lay out your page as you like.

When you look at the cover of
Rock & Gem Magazine, what is
the first thing that comes into
your mind? Very likely it is
“WOW, what a nice specimen!”
The next thought, if you are a
bulletin editor, is “how do I do this for my club’s bulletin?”.

That’s all there is to it! Now you have a page of olivegreen gemstones that say “WOW” to the reader. You
can use the same background for the front cover, or use
another background—your choice! This is particularly
impressive when you either print the covers in color for
your members or email your bulletin in PDF format.
Give it a try!

At a meeting of S.C.R.I.B.E., the association for rock
and mineral bulletin editors, a poll was taken to determine the most popular format for creating lapidary
club bulletins. Microsoft Publisher was the choice of
most of those editors. So this explanation will be
geared to editors creating in Publisher, and is applicable for either the back page (usually the mailing page)

Now that you have created an impressive front and
back cover, how about entering your bulletin in the
AFMS Bulletin Editor’s Contest? With the 2021 AFMS
Show & Convention being held on June 17-20, 2021,
there is plenty of time to enter your bulletin in your regional federation’s contest! I’m looking forward to seeing your entries win!
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AFMS CODE OF ETHICS


























I will respect both private and public property and
will do no collecting on privately owned land
without the owner’s permission.
I will keep informed on all laws, regulations or
rules governing collecting on public lands and will
observe them.
I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the
boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.
I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.
I will cause no willful damage to property of any
kind—fences, signs, buildings.
I will leave all gates as found.
I will build fires in designated or safe places only
and will be certain they are completely extinguished before leaving the area.
I will discard no burning material—matches, cigarettes, etc.
I will fill all excavation holes, which may be dangerous to livestock.
I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water
supply.
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can reasonably
use.
I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have collected
and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and
benefit of others.
I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P.
(Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all
collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how
found.
I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in
designated authority in all collecting areas.
I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land Management, or other authorities,
any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on
public lands which should be protected for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific purposes.
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources.
I will observe the “Golden Rule,” will use “Good
Outdoor Manners” and will at all times conduct
myself in a manner which will add to the stature
and public image of rockhounds everywhere.
AMFED.ORG
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AFMS LAND USE POLICY
1. Adherence to the AFMS Code
of Ethics assures compliance with
most statutes and regulations governing collecting on public lands and
encourages respect for private property rights and the
environment. Clubs are urged to read the AFMS Code
of Ethics in at least one meeting every year, to publish
the Code frequently in the club newsletter, and to
compel compliance on club field trips.
2. Individuals and clubs are urged to write their
elected representatives and land use management
agency supervisors regarding issues of rule making,
legislation and enforcement affecting field collecting
of minerals and fossils.
3. Individuals and clubs are urged to join and support
activities of the American Lands Access Association
(ALAA), a sister organization with responsibility for
advancing the interests of earth science amateurs with
legislatures and land use management agencies.
4. The AFMS will receive a report from ALAA at its
annual meeting.
5. The AFMS endorses the principle of multiple use of
public lands as a guarantee of continuing recreational
opportunities.
6. Wilderness and monument designations are inconsistent with the principle of multiple use. In view of
the vast amount of public land already designated as
wilderness and monuments, future such designations
should be minimal, taking into account the increased
demand for recreational opportunities, including rockhounding, created by a growing population.
7. In furtherance of the principle of multiple use, the
AFMS believes that laws, regulations and rules established by relevant governmental authorities should be
designed to allow freest possible access to all public
lands, coupled with minimal restrictions on the recreational collection of minerals, fossils, gemstone materials and other naturally occurring materials.
8. A right to collect minerals and fossils on public
lands should be protected by statute.
9. The AFMS urges its members to work with any or
all government authorities to achieve a good working
relationship in order to improve the “Public Image” of
recreational collectors.
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Pottery
 Your fingernail
Porcelain tile
 A knife
Glass
 Lab notebook
Crystals—pyrite, calcite, gypsum, quartz, etc.
and pen or pencil

PROTOCOL
The idea here is to gather materials and try to scratch them.
If you don’t have any minerals, you can use things from
around the house. Make a list and see if you can rank the
materials by what they can and can’t scratch.
Safety Tips - Sharp edges—don’t cut yourself!

CREATIVE ENRICHMENT

Reprinted with permission from Author, Garret Romaine.
Please, include the link below.
https://www.amazon.com/Garret-Romaine/e/B0037I87T8

SPECIMEN SLEUTH

1. Try using a steel nail to scratch several different pennies—they are all a little different, but in general, older
pennies are harder. Try other coins as well.
2. See if you can scratch a penny with a piece of glass or
a different type of metal, such as a brass nail or screw.
3. Use a quartz crystal to try to scratch glass, coins, or
steel.
4. Try other materials around the house, such as pottery,
metal rulers, or older cookware.
5. Try scratching chalk, a penny, or piece of pottery with
your fingernail.

Now that we’ve built our own individual crystals and
watched them grow in groups, it’s time to study them.
There are several tests that help set minerals apart, such as
hardness, color, crystal angles, and density. By learning
how to use these simple tests, we can narrow down the list
of likely suspects when trying to identify something we
don’t know. Using a system is important, because scientists
have identified more than 10,000 minerals on Earth. Most
are very rare, and some only occur under special conditions. More are discovered all the time, and it’s still possible that you could discover a rare, unknown mineral and
put your name on it. Try adding “-ite” at the end of your
last name; if it sounds good, you can do an Internet search
and see if it already exists! The most common minerals that
make up the Earth’s crust have been known for a long time.
If you can learn the basics about how to become a crystal
detective, you can identify and investigate clues about the
world around you.

Find as many items as you can and build a list of materials that can or can’t scratch each other.
MATERIALS
 Penny



Nail

Continued on page 11
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Join Us as We Celebrate 50 Years!
2021 marks the 50th anniversary of Rock & Gem and we
 Monthly contests involving giveaways for readers
are planning a year-long celebration that will include,
and advertisers. • Interviews and profiles of individuamong other things:
als, organizations, and businesses that have had a
 Special columns that recall history-making moments
positive impact on the hobby.
in the history of R&G, and the hobby of rockhound More robust column devoted to mineral clubs.
ing, mineralogy, lapidary art, and paleontology.
 Regular Rock Shop Shout Out (print and online)
 New column highlighting rockhounding references
and resources.
Geology Lab for Kids-Continued from page 10
 Exclusive online celebratory events.
 Flashback articles from past issues of Rock & Gem.
THE SCIENCE BEHIND THE FUN
 Special 116-page 50th anniversary commemorative
In 1812, the Mohs’ scale of mineral hardness was deissue of Rock & Gem available at the end of June/
vised by the German mineralogist Friedrich Mohs
beginning of July 2021.
(1773–1839), who selected the ten minerals because
 his is a bonus issue – it the 13th issue of R&G
they were common or readily available. The scale is
planned for 2021. We’ve created an exclusive Clubs
not a linear scale, but it makes it easy to understand
Showcase advertising package with elements to apwhich materials are harder and softer. It runs from one
pear in Rock & Gem during our year-long anniverthrough ten, with talc at one as the softest and diasary celebration.
monds standing alone at number 10—nothing can
 Blurb about club to appear in new Clubs Showcase
scratch a diamond. Hardness is a function of a matesection during 2021 R&G (Listing to include contact
rial’s crystal lattice. Every collector needs to know the
info about club, and club logo image).
Mohs’ scale, because it is an important field test. You
 Club blurb to also appear on Clubs Page listing at
can carry around a few common items and quickly zero
www.rockngem.com forever.
in on a mineral’s identification this way
 Complimentary digital copy of 50th Anniversary
issue of R&G sent to the club.
Notice how the fingernail is useful for comparison.

Club Shout-Out post to appear on R&G social media
Here’s the list you should come up with from the lab:
feeds (FB, TW, Insta) twice a year. Special Discounted Club Pricing Cost determined by ad size.
Prices start as low as $100. To learn more about
these special offers, the 50th anniversary year-long
celebration, commemorative issue, and any other
advertising opportunities, contact Rock & Gem Sales
Executive Tracy Alvarez: Email: talvarez@beckett.com
 Phone: 972-490-5212 50th Anniversary Commemorative issue
 15,500 minimum print run
 Enhanced distribution promotion to rock shops
 Exclusive pre-ordering promotion to current and former subscribers
 Series of paid promotional campaigns slated for various social media platforms R&G Audience Online
Audience: 33,500+ (Avg. monthly pageviews at
www.rockngem.com and social media follows and
likes) e-Newsletter Subscribers: 7,500+ Regular
Print Run: 15,000 COMBINED potential reach:
56,000+
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BENCH TIPS BY BRAD SMITH
I am offering a couple online jewelry making workshops in March that may be of interest to some of your
members. One is on how to make Castellated Bezels elegant in a ring, pendant or bracelet. The other
is Adding Textures Without a Mill - for those who do
not have access to a rolling mill. Please get in touch
for more details. Happy hammering - Brad Smith

from the 3/32 bur shaft size to the larger 1/8 bur shaft
size.
For closing the jaws around a smaller shaft, there's a
neat trick. Hold the new bit in the center of the open
jaws of the chuck, put your thumb lightly onto the
outer toothed collar of the chuck, and gently start up
the Foredom. As the chuck turns, it will naturally
tighten the jaws around the bur shaft or the drill bit.
Then all you have to do is a final tightening with the
key.
Are you Missing your Jewelry Classes?
Try an online session at home

SHARP KNIVES FOR CUTTING MOLDS--Cutting
molds is easier and more precise with a sharp blade. A
new Xacto blade is sufficient for cutting RTV molds
but is usually not sharp enough for vulcanized rubber.
For that it's best to use scalpel blades available from
most
jewelry
supply
companies.
The #11 blade is triangle shaped, and the #12 is
hawksbill shaped. I find the hawksbill is particularly
nice for cutting the registration keys of the mold.
USE YOUR THUMB—When using multiple bits in a
Foredom, we often have to deal with several different
shaft sizes - the usual 3/32 inch burs, the larger 1/8
inch shafts sizes and of course the many different sizes
of drills. For some reason I really dislike having to
turn the key multiple times to open or close the jaws
of the hand piece chuck.
So I have two
ways to speed up
that task. For
opening up the
jaws, I just remember "four",
the number of
turns I have to
make to open the
chuck just enough

Online Class - Castellated Bezels
March 13th 10am - 4pm EST
The castellated setting is a fabulous way to show off a
larger cabochon in a fresh, bold, and beautiful way. It
works particularly well for larger stones in both rings
and pendants. The setting is formed from heavy gauge
14 or 16 thick material with equally spaced cuts cut all
around.
Join me for this online class to learn the tricks of
working with thick bezel material. This setting is worthy of your best cabochon. It makes stones up to a inch
or more look great in a ring design and larger ones in
pendant or bracelet designs - your choice after
completing this bezel.
Class fee $85 Registration closes March 5th
Contact: BradSmithJewelry@gmail.com
Continued on page 13
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Continued from page 12
Online Class - Adding Textures Without a Mill
March 27th 10am - 4pm EST
Jewelry makers use textured surfaces to add depth,
complexity and elegance to their designs. We all have
our favorites, but this session is bound to turn up a few
new ones for you, all without the need of expensive
equipment like rolling mills or hydraulic presses.
The online session will feature 20 different techniques
for adding texture - including a variety of simple
punches, hammers and rotary tools. Some are applicable to raw sheet material while others can be used on
partially fabricated pieces.
Class fee $85 Registration closes March 25th
Contact: BradSmithJewelry@gmail.com
BEZEL CLOSER—A bezel closer is a steel punch
that makes quick work out of pushing the metal down
over a round stone and burnishing it. It works with
regular bezels, with tube
settings, and with prong settings. Stones can be set in
as little as 30 seconds.
The working end is a concave cavity that fits over the
bezel or prong setting and is pushed and twisted to capture the stone. Sets can be purchased but are expensive
and contain many sizes you will probably never use. If
all you need is one or two sizes, here's how you can
make them yourself.
Find a round steel rod or bolt a little larger in diameter
than your bezel cup or prong setting. Cut a 5 inch
length. File both ends flat. Locate the center of one end,
centerpunch a divot, and drill a small pilot hole about
5 mm deep. Remember to use
a little oil as lubricant when cutting steel.
Select a ball bur a bit larger than
the bezel. Enlarge the pilot hole to
a full hemispherical cavity. Test
for proper fit with your bezel.
Bezel should first contact the cavity about a third of the way in.
When the size is correct, polish
the cavity using Zam on a length
of chopstick in your flexshaft. If

JANUARYJANUARY-FEBRUARY, 2021

the tool is not polished, it will leave scratches on
your bezel or prongs.
When using the tool, the first step is to capture the
stone correctly. I usually work by hand and push the
punch straight down over the bezel or prongs. This
causes the metal to start bending over the stone. Next,
if it's a small stone, I inspect with a lens to be sure the
stone is staying level. This is repeated until the stone is
seated on its bearing and can't move anymore.
Next you want to force the metal down onto the stone
uniformly all the way around. While this can be done
by hand, I often gently
tap the punch with a
hammer. Finally, I burnish the bezel by twisting the punch around.
BENCH SHEARS—
When cutting sheet
metal, it's quicker and
easier to use a set of shop shears as compared with using a hand saw. The cut is not as precise, but many
times you don't need that. Shears will easily cut up to
24 gauge sheet, and some will cut 22 or even 20 gauge.
Current prices for shears run from $13 - $36 in jewelry
catalogs, and the Joyce Chen scissors recommended on
some jewelry blogs run more than $20. But we found a
cheaper alternative at the 99 Cent Store - some gardening utility
scissors
that
were only $1.07.
I buy a half dozen of them at a time for use in my jewelry classes. They're great for cutting bezels, trimming
around a bezel cup and cutting a piece off a larger
sheet.

Discover New Jewelry Skills With Brad's "How To
Do It" Books http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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2021 Show Calendar
Jan

July

Fredericksburg (Fredericksburg, TX) CANCELLED
East TX (Tyler, TX) CANCELLED

None

Feb

Aug

Williamson County (Georgetown, TX)
CANCELLED
Clear Lake (Houston, TX) CANCELLED
High Plains (Plainview, TX) ??

Baton Rouge (Baton Rouge, LA) 08/14-15/21
Ark-La-Tex (Bossier City, LA) 08/21-22/21
Pine Country (Jasper, TX)

March

Sept

Gulf Coast (Corpus Christi, TX) CANCELLED
Big Spring (Big Spring, TX) 03/6-7/21
Southwest (San Antonio, TX) CANCELLED
AFMS Meeting– Sandy, UT CANCELLED

Lubbock (Lubbock, TX) 10/9-10/21

April

Oct

Central TX (Abilene, TX) 04/10/11
Chihuahuan Desert (Alpine,TX) CANCELLED

Tri-City (Temple, TX) 10/02-23/21
G&MS of LA (New Orleans, LA) 10/9-10/21
Austin (Austin, TX) 10/22-24/21
Cowtown-CERA (Ft Worth, TX)

May

Nov

Waco (Waco, TX) 05/01-02/21
*Tyler Gem & Mineral (replace East TX
this year) 05/22-23/21
Ft. Worth (Ft Worth, TX) 05/29-30/21

Golden Spread (Amarillo, TX)
Paleontological Society(Austin, TX) 11/0607/21
Midland (Midland, TX)
Houston (Houston, TX) 11/12-14/21
Dallas (Dallas, TX) 11/20-21/21

June

Dec

Arlington (Arlington, TX) 06/19-20/21

DeRidder (Leeville, LA)

NOTICE: Due to Covid-19, please, be sure to double check to see if a club is still holding their events
before attending. Linda Simpson
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