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SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF MINERAL SOCIETIES, INC.
2020 SCFMS OFFICERS
President: Roger Burford
Executive V-P: Jerrold Simpson
Secretary: Elizabeth Burford
Treasurer/Web Master:
Don Shurtz
Exec. Secretary:
Kimberly Brannon
AFMS Endowment Fund Raffle
And Nominating Committee:
Joyce Speed
SCFMS Endowment Fund Com.
Treasurer: Shiara Trumble
Past President: Walter Beneze
For more information or to send
information to the SCFMS or an
officer, please email:

PURPOSE
*To promote popular interest and
education in the various earth sciences, in particular those hobbies
dealing with the art of lapidaries
and the science of minerals, fossils,
as well as their associated fields.
*To cooperate with educational and
scientific institutions or other
groups engaged in increasing
knowledge in the earth sciences.
*To cooperate with or become
members of similar Federations in
the United States and elsewhere.
*To assist in the formation of earth
sciences societies in localities
where public interest justifies their
formation.
E-MAIL ADDRESS
CORRECTION AND CHANGES
It is each members responsibility to
send your email address corrections
to the SCFMS Editor:
Susan Burch,
scfmseditor@yahoo.com

scfmsinformation@gmail.com
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED
BIMONTHLY
PLEASE KEEP YOUR EMAIL
ADDRESS UP TO DATE CONTACT SUSAN BURCH,
EDITOR, WITH ANY
CHANGES.

DUPLICATION
In most instances material in this
newsletter may be duplicated for
noncommercial purposes providing
full credit is given. There are exceptions, please do not assume permissions. For Commercial use, the
individual author(s) must be contacted for their approval.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR/BEAC:
Susan Burch
scfmseditor@yahoo.com

A NOTE FROM
—THE EDITOR—
THE FINAL
DEADLINE, ETC.
For each newsletter the deadline is
the 20th of the prior month. February-April-June-August-OctoberDecember all provide the deadline
for the following bi-monthly issue.
Although, the Editor may chose to
adjust the deadline due to circumstances.

As a reminder! Shop hints and tips
that are used in this newsletter have
not been evaluated for safety or reliability by myself. Please use caution
and safety when trying out any new
idea. Please, if you have something
urgent give me a call, but send newsletter content via email.
ANNUAL SHOW 2020
The Tri-City Gem & Mineral Society will host the 2020 SCFMS Annual Convention and Meetings in
conjunction with their 51st Annual
show on October 10-11, 2020 in
Temple, TX.
ANNUAL MEETING
October 10, 2020 at 1 p.m. in
Temple, TX
SCFMS WEB-SITE:
WWW.SCFMS.NET

SCFMS NEWSLETTER

PAGE 3

Roger Burford, SCFMS President

A note from Roger
This year as we have in the past
four years, Liz and I were
scheduled to be vendors at the
Pow Wow Gem and Mineral
Show in Quartzsite, Arizona.
This is a five day show which is
only one of the many different
shows going on in Quartzsite
starting the first of January.
Roger Burford
There are also other shows goSCFMS President
ing on, like an RV show, Flea
markets and Craft shows. You can find just about
anything you could want between the different shows
which run all the way into March.
For those of you wondering why I was not able to attend last year’s SCFMS show, this was the reason.
We pay a year in advance to vend at the Pow Wow
show and at that time there was no date set for the
SCFMS convention, there was no one we could find
who could man our both at the show.
I had another surgery on my back in April 2019, and
was doing great with my recovery. We were scheduled to leave on the 4th of January 2020. and in the
week before we left I was finishing up loading our
trailer. While walking across the back yard I tripped
over something, probably my own feet, and fell face
down on the ground pinning my right arm under my
body. I lay there for a little while and could not feel
any damage so got up and continued what I was doing.
My ribs hurt but that was about it ,but I did tell Liz I
had fallen but felt ok.
We left the morning of the 4th as planned and I drove
for the first 10 or so hours before letting Liz drive
since she does so much better at night. When she
stopped for gas I got up from the back seat and noticed
that my left leg felt like it had gone to sleep. We continued on our way and each time we stopped it seemed
like it got more pronounced. When we arrived at the
camp site we were staying at my left leg was barely
working at all. We had brought my cane and I started
using that to help me get around. Each day we were
there the numbness continued and spread to my right
leg. I was still able to walk with the cane until the
night before Pow Wow was to start. Unfortunately, I
had fallen almost every day at least once, so we went
to the hospital in the nearest town which is Parker.
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They performed a CAT scan, which did not show anything but the doctor wanted to send me to Phoenix to
be checked out there by their Neurology department.
We decided to wait until we came back home since
our show started the next day and Liz had no one to
help her. We then went to Wal-Mart and bought a rollator to help me get around but I was still falling down
at least once every day for the rest of the time we were
there.
We did ok at the show and stayed a few days after to
recover before the drive home which was uneventful.
I had already called and made an appointment with my
surgeon for the 4th of February after our return. On the
morning of the second I fell down again and was not
able to get back up, I was numb from the waist down
and had no control of my legs at all. Liz called 911
and got me to the hospital where emergency back surgery was performed the next day.
After in house rehab followed by outpatient rehab until this Corona virus started up. My legs are still partially numb and I require a walker to get around but I
am back to working in our shop trying to get back to
my new normal.
So what has been learned during all of this debacle?
Even though my mind still thinks I am only 30, the
rest of me knows the truth that I am almost 64 years
old and I need to slow down some. Nothing is so important that you cannot take the time to be careful.
SCFMS CONVENTION NEWS
Liz Burford, SCFMS Secretary
Hello to All! I hope everyone
is surviving these crazy days
okay.
We are beginning our preparations for the SCFMS Convention in Temple, TX for
October 10 & 11. As of this
time, it is still scheduled to go
on. Over the coming months
I will begin putting together
the convention packet. Many
Liz Burford
of you have complained in the
SCFMS Secretary
past that you have not received
the packets via email or you have not received requests for forms, reports, etc. If you are one of those
people, PLEASE, email me at scfmssecretary@gmail.com with your name, club you represent,
and position you hold.
Continued on Page 4
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Roger will be sending out the Call for Reports soon.
Please be on the lookout for this. If you are someone
who has to turn in a report for the packet, now may be
a good time to start preparing it.
I will also be emailing out the Delegate Form. This is
required to be completed by the President of each
club prior to the start of Convention. The Delegate
Form lets us know who is representing each club and
that person is authorized by the President of the club.
This year we will be doing something a little different.
Name tags will be issued according to Delegate Forms
received. Those without a name tag will not be allowed to vote or call a motion during the meeting. We
are going to be very strict about this.
We have several positions open. Please consider filling one of them.
District VP – District l – Northeast TX – Arlington,
Cowtown, Dallas, East TX, Fort Worth, Pleasant
Oaks, Texoma, Wise County
District VP – District ll – Southeast TX – Clear Lake,
Houston, Pine Country
District VP – District Vlll – Louisiana – (currently
temporarily filled by Liz Burford) Ark-La-Tex, Baton
Rouge, DeRidder, Alexandria, New Orleans, West
Monroe
AFMS Endowment Fund Raffle
Auditing Committee Chair
Boundaries (AFMS Liaison)
Commemorative Stamps (AFMS Liaison)
Historian
Juniors Program (AFMS Liaison)
Nominating Committee
Program Library & Competition (AFMS)
Public Relations (AFMS Liaison)
Safety (AFMS)
Scholarship Fund (AFMS)
Ways & Means
In closing, we have much more time to prepare for this
convention. I would like make sure everyone has
what they need before they get there and not have to
be frantic trying to throw it all together at the last minute. I appreciate everyone’s help in getting this done.
It is definitely a team effort. I look forward to seeing
everyone in October!
Liz Burford
SCFMS Secretary
scfmssecretary@gmail.com
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Susan Burch, SCFMS Editor

You might be familiar with the
old saying, ‘to err is human; to
forgive, divine (Alexander
Pope, "Essay on Criticism").
Well, I wished to ask your forgiveness and to turn this situation into an editor’s tip.
While putting together the
March-April issue of the newsSusan Burch
letter, a reliable source sent me
SCFMS Editor
an article (Shiara Trumble Receives 2020 Best of Katy Award) which looked like
good content for the newsletter. Due to many things, I
was running a bit behind on getting the newsletter out
(first mistake, lol). I was appreciative to receive something which would help me fill our pages and honor a
member whose contributions are many.
In editor mode, I had clicked on the link and it
vaguely looked ok. However, I did not read the entire
page/site nor did I delve deeper, that was my second
and bigger mistake. Shiara has contacted me to let me
know this article was bogus.
Have you ever found an article or photo you felt was
perfect to include in your newsletter from the Internet
or in an email? If you are like me you find or receive
items like that all the time. The ones I search out myself, I seek out permissions to use them and research
where they came from. And, of course include the
links or permissions to their original source. However,
in this case I did not dig deep enough as I trusted the
sender had already done so and time was short.
Having been an editor for the past 14 years, (11 years
for the East Texas Gem and Mineral Society and 4+ as
SCFMS Editor) you would think I would know better.
And so, I wished to clear up the mistake and strongly
suggest you research any items you wish to put in
your newsletter which aren’t written by yourself or
someone you directly know is the originator of
them. We are all human...se la vie.
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JUNIORS ACTIVITIES
By Jim Brace-Thompson,
AFMS Juniors Activities Chair
For Memorable Kids Fun at Your Club Show, Get
Silly!
“Old fossils” have been
roaming the exhibit hall
at the annual show of my
own Ventura Gem &
Mineral Society. Yes, I
now admit to being an old
fossil myself, but that’s
not the sort I’m referring
to.
For several years, fellow
VGMS member Jeff
Jim Brace-Thompson,
AFMS
Juniors Activities Chair
Miller both startled and
thrilled kids as he crept
through show aisles dressed in a big inflatable Tyrannosaurus rex suit. Apparently, Rex sprang a leak and
had to be retired.
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While Jeff startled some in his Rex outfit, most looked
at Smiley Don with bemused curiosity. Apparently, an
extinct cat is not as immediately recognizable as an
extinct dino. One person asked, “Hey! What are you?
Some kind of ‘Furry’?” Another asked, “What bet did
you lose?” Some smiled. Some laughed. Some pulled
Smiley Don’s tail. And some just cocked heads in
wonder. But watch out for dogs! Rover stared at me, I
stared at Rover, and Rover immediately began barking
and lunging. And this old cat scampered to the men’s
room to change back into civilian clothing…While
reactions to both Rex and Smiley Don have varied
among adult visitors at our shows, both old fossils
have been uniformly well received by the kids. We
hope they learned a memorable thing or two about fossils in the process. So at your next show, for the sake
of the kids, get silly!
Where can you get such costumes? Next fall, as those
temporary Halloween shops open their doors, check
’em out! The big inflatable ones, like T. rex can cost a
hefty sum, but I was able to cobble together Smiley
Don by purchasing a relatively cheap lion outfit that I
modified with a Smilodon face mask acquired from
the gift shop when our club did an “indoor fieldtrip” to
the Rancho La Brea Tar Pits in Los Angeles. I think
the mask may have cost me more than the suit, but it
was money well spent in the effort to help kids learn
while having fun!
Via CFMS Newsletter May 2020
Jim Brace-Thompson as “Smiley Don”, California
State Fossil, Smilodon, the saber-tooth cat.

Jeff Miller, VGMS member as Rex at the Ventura Gem
& Mineral show

So, taking a cue from Jeff’s example, this year I made
an appearance dressed as our California State Fossil,
Smilodon, the saber-tooth cat. Also known as “Smiley
Don,” this cat was observed carrying around his
young cub Smiley Dan, and he took time in his roaming to pose for photos with pebble pups in the Kids’
Booth.
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FROM THE FORT WORTH
GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
Dear fellow Gem and Mineral Clubs:
Due to the corona virus COVID19, the Fort Worth Gem and
Mineral Club is postponing
our annual gem & mineral show
and sale to August 29-30, 2020.
This difficult decision was made
with great consideration for our
members, vendors and guests.
Please, pass along to your members. Help us get the word about
the change in date and hope all is
better in this world soon.
Fort Worth Gem, Mineral,
Fossil, Bead and Jewelry Show
& Sale
Saturday, Aug 29 -- 10-5
Sunday, Aug 30 -- 10-4
Will Rogers Memorial Center,
3401 West Lancaster, Fort
Worth
Contact: Janice Craddock, Show
Chair, fwgmc.info@gmail.com
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Having one crystal is great, but that’s not usually how
the Earth works, and having a lot of them together is
even more fun. Crystal clusters are a lot easier to enjoy, because you won’t need a magnifying glass to see
them, like you would with some individual crystals.
Having one crystal is
great, but that’s not usually how the Earth works,
and having a lot of them
together is even more fun.
Crystal clusters are a lot
easier to enjoy, because
you won’t need a magnifying glass to see them,
like you would with some
individual crystals.
In nature, crystals usually form together because there
is more than enough material. Crystals generally start
as a liquid, and then cool down slowly enough to form
proper “faces” on their crystal structure. Sometimes we
get the right conditions to create veins, which can occasionally host rich zones of gold, silver, or other
metal ores. In other conditions, these veins form small
pockets of gems such as rubies, emeralds, and sapphires. A term you should know is vug—a pocket or
gap in a vein where bigger crystals can form. Many of
the most valuable gems grow in vugs, where conditions are often perfect to slowly form larger, better
crystals.

Create your own crystals around whatever structure
you think up.
MATERIALS










Pipe cleaners •
1-quart (946 ml) wide-mouth glass Mason jar
12" (30 cm) string or fishing line
Scissors
Ruler, pencil, or single chopstick
1 quart (946 ml) of water
Borax, sugar, or salt
Long wooden spoon for stirring
Blue (or another color) food coloring
Continued on Page7
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PROTOCOL
STEP 1: Using pipe cleaners, create a framework of
any shape—snowflake, square, pyramid, circle, etc.
STEP 2: Make sure that the shape can easily fit
through the mouth of the wide mouthed jar without
having to squeeze through. If it can’t, trim the sides
down.
STEP 3: Cut a 6" (15 cm) length of string and attach it
to one side of your pipe cleaner shape. Tie the other
end of the string to a ruler, pencil, or chopstick. Make
sure your framework hangs into the jar but doesn’t
come close to touching the bottom (leave about an
inch [2.5 cm] of room). Once you have your length
set, tie the knots and remove the shape from the jar.
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STEP 4: Bring a pot with about a quart (946 ml) of
water to a boil and pour about 3 cups (709 ml) of the
hot liquid into the jar. Add 3 tablespoons (54 g) of Borax, sugar, or salt per each cup (235 ml) of water, so
about 9 tablespoons (162 g). Stir it up, but don’t worry
if some Borax, sugar, or salt settles to the bottom of
the jar.
STEP 5: If you want a colored crystal cluster, stir in
some food coloring. You will have a little trouble seeing your shape as the crystals grow on it if you use a
lot of food coloring. Now pour the mixture into the
jar.
STEP 6: Use the string to hang the pipe cleaner
framework in the jar, with the stick resting on top of
the jar. Make sure that you’ve added enough solution
to completely submerge the pipe cleaner.
STEP 7: Put the jar somewhere where it is safe from
being disturbed. Leave it alone and let the science
work without bumping it.
STEP 8: If you used Borax, you should have a nice
cluster of crystals everywhere on the framework, and
even on the string, by the next day. Sugar will take a
little longer, and salt is the slowest (it could take two
or three days).
Continued on Page 8
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THE SCIENCE
BEHIND THE FUN
When you mixed the dry
chemical with the water, you
created a super-saturated
suspension. A suspension is a
mixture that contains solid
particles large enough to settle out. By mixing the chemical into hot water, instead of
room temperature or cold
water, it stays suspended
longer. If you used colder water, you would not be able to
add as much dry chemical before it began to settle.
As the liquid begins to cool, it
starts to crystallize. You’ll see
this crystallization on both
the bottom of the jar and on
your pipe cleaner. The solution continues to make a
crust on top of your framework and on top of other
crystals until you pull it out
of the water.
Borax, also known as sodium
tetraborate, is a term for a
common salt with the formula Na2B4O7·10H2O. The
B is for boron. Borax forms
from evaporation of boronrich waters, especially seasonal lakes, such as in Southern California and Nevada
deserts.
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READY TO ROCK, ROCKHOUNDS!
Jennifer Haley AFMS Historian
Woo-hoo! Did anyone else see it?
I was sitting on the couch half
watching the Oscars on TV, and
more interested in my bowl of pistachio ice cream, when a clever
Facebook commercial came on
the screen catching my attention.
The theme of their ad was called,
“Ready to Rock.” The creative
commercial showcased twelve
Jennifer Haley
popular groups who have the
AFMS Historian word rock in their description and
who use Facebook. It was a high energy advertisement
using one second video clips for each group. Examples of the variety of group users were, Moab Rock
Climbers, Table Rock Lake, Rock Buggies-Off Roading and Experimental Rocketry to name a few.
I just about fell off the couch when I saw one of the
twelve groups printed in big letters was,
“Rockhounds,” showing a photo of the famous selenite cave in Naica, Chihuahua, Mexico with people
exploring the cave.
I had to look up the cost for these ads because not only
was the commercial shown during the Oscars, it was
shown during the Super Bowl this year, and the word
rockhounds was featured in both. The cost of a commercial during the 2020 Super Bowl was $5.6 million
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for 30 seconds. The cost of an ad during the 2020 Oscars was from $2.6 million and higher for 30 seconds.
The part of the Facebook commercial recognizing
“Rockhounds” was a full 60 seconds! Do the math
folks, we were just gifted with some amazing free advertising. How many people watched the Oscars this
year? 23.6 million. How many people watched the Super Bowl this year? 101 million.
In case you missed seeing the commercial, you can
watch it in full at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=B0uYOOTz6kk “Rockhounds” is mentioned at approximately 40 seconds into the ad. The message in
big letters at the end of the commercial is, “Whatever
you rock, there’s a Facebook Group for you.” I am
still on cloud nine that this happened for Recreational
Rockhounding and that Facebook thought enough to
include us in their advertising.
I hope societies mention this exciting news at your
next general meeting and include the information in
your bulletins to inspire members. At a time when we
sometimes worry about changing times and its impact
on our recreational activity, this experience of receiving free national advertising is truly amazing and
something to celebrate. Any time your society editor
would like to include an AFMS Historian article in
your bulletin, I am more than happy to forward you a
digital copy to use. Ready to Rock, Rockhounds,
that’s us!
Via AFMS Newsletter-April 2020

Photo: Facebook
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DIPPY
By The Daguerreian Dandy
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Shown here are Carnegie Museum
of Natural History personnel with
French geologist Marcellin Boule at
the Parisian Jardin des Plantes, in
addition to museum employees in
the background. The whoppinggreat skeletal fellow in the centre is
a Diplodocus Carnegiei skeleton
cast ( awarded the title of 'Dippy'),
donated by American Industrialist
Andrew Carnegie.
This is one of a series of postcards
distributed and sold around 1908 or
so. Carnegie bestowed a number of
casts to several museums around the
world, and from what I can gather,
the original near-complete skeletal
remains of the Diplodocus were
housed at the Pittsburgh museum,
and unveiled in 1905.
It seems Edward VII, His Majesty
the King, was rather taken by
Dippy's grand splendour after viewing an illustration at the Carnegie
Museum, and requested a cast to be
made, which took well over a year
to complete. He was then packed up
in 30-plus crates and shipped across
the Atlantic to the U.K, before being
unveiled in 1905.
Remarkable!
Printed with permission from
The Daguerreian DandyPhotography of the 19th Century
https://www.facebook.com/
TheDaguerreianDandyof1850/
Copy and paste the link above into
your Internet browser or search for
The Daguerreian Dandy on Facebook.
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AUTHENTIC SEA GLASS OR CREATING
YOUR OWN FROSTED OR POLISHED GLASS?
By Stan Strike, RMFMS Wyoming State Director
Recently, my wife and I had the opportunity to travel
and tour Nova Scotia. As a rock hound, my collecting
opportunities were greatly restricted, as most of this
area is underlain by the Canadian Shield; which is
made up of Precambrian crystalline rocks and were
modified by the movement of continental glaciers. The
only “rocks” that appeared for sale were Sea Glass.
Authentic Sea Glass, found along the beaches or shorelines and semi-polished by natural processes, was being sold by the piece at a price that made me delay any
purchase for a better deal later in our trip. I found a
deal at the end of our trip in Cape Cod, USA – a whole
bag for under $6.00!
After returning home, I did internet research and determined my purchase may not have been Authentic Sea
Glass but produced by lapidary processes! I had several pieces of craft glass on display in my workshop,
and often times visitors would inquire about it because
of its vibrant colors. In addition, on my trip to the 2019
RMFMS Convention in Prescott; I stopped at a rock
shop which featured a rainbow of landscape sized
pieces of colored glass. In total, these exposures spiked
my interest in creating this article.
What is Sea Glass?
Sea glass is formed from pieces of broken glass which
originated as bottles, jars, glassware, table ware or
even as the result of shipwrecks. The most common
source of glass is from companies that sell beer, juice
and soft drinks. Not as common, is glass that comes
from clear plates & glasses, windshields, windows, and
bottles. Other sources are soda bottles, ink bottles, and
fruit jars from the late 19th to early 20th centuries.
Prior to the environmental movement, it was very common for people to dispose of their unwanted glass into
bodies of water.
Dumping still
occurs today
but is more
restricted by
some
countries. Still, it is
apparent that
some
ocean
vessels
are
still dumping
their garbage
Authentic Beach Glass-Photo from
(including
beachlust.com
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glass) into the sea, as evidenced by the accumulation
of plastic.
Sea glass can be clear, white, green, blue, jade, aqua,
amber and brown, but never shiny. The slick and
glossy appearance of glass is slowly transformed over
the years into its special, frosted look, especially when
saltwater leaches into the glass and when exposed to
sunlight. Sea glass also has no sharp edges, unless it
has been broken.
It can take as little as 5 years to form, but on average,
it takes about 20 to 30 years. The length of time to
form sea glass from broken glass depends upon how
much mechanical abrasion the glass is exposed to as it
is eroded and deposited near beaches and shorelines.
For sea glass to acquire its appearance, the most important ingredient and factor is time - there’s just no
substitute for authentic sea glass— unless “forgeries”
of it are created using lapidary techniques.
Sea glass may be found along the beaches of the
northeast United States, California, northwest England, Mexico, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Australia and Italy. However, sea glass is getting harder to find for a
few reasons. One of them is a positive one: there is
less dumping in the oceans today. Less trash, less
glass, which leads to less sea glass. Additionally,
many glass items have been replaced by plastic. Also,
more people are now searching for sea glass along
beaches and shorelines and are collecting it.
If you are lucky enough to find sea glass, its surface
will have a “frosted” luster (surface has fine scratches)
which is characteristic of sea glass. Larger pieces of
sea glass can be used to make pendants while smaller
pieces can be drilled and strung together as beads.
Rock Hounds who cannot get to a beach or shoreline
to search for authentic sea glass, or who are perhaps
not satisfied with finding singular pieces, may want to
create your own sea glass or polished glass using the
following suggested lapidary techniques.
Polishing Glass: Precautions, Hints, and Information
Tumbling Glass Precautions: If you have experience
tumbling rocks, there are a few things that you should
know before tumbling glass.


Glass is softer than most rocks. Glass is much
softer than agate, jasper and most other rocks that
are typically processed in a rock tumbler. Glass
has a hardness of between four and six on the
Mohs Hardness Scale while agates and jaspers
have a hardness of about seven. Glass is softer
Continued on Page 12
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than agate. Therefore, it will take less time to tumble. We usually skip the coarse grit step.
Assorted Colored Glass, Photo: Stan Strike’s Collection





Glass is not as “tough” as most rocks. Glass is
not as “tough” as jasper or agate (Toughness is the
resistance of the material to chipping and breaking.) So, when you tumble glass it is very important before starting to tumble to ensure that there is
enough material in the barrel, otherwise the glass
will be tossed violently around in the barrel and
your pieces of glass will be chipped or broken. In
addition to filling the barrel properly, it is important to have a range of particle sizes in the barrel.
If your load consists mainly of large pieces of
glass (greater than 1 inch in diameter), small
“used” ceramic pellets should be added to the load
(new pellets will scratch the glass). Pellets will fill
the spaces between the glass particles, cushion the
glass-to-glass impacts, and increase the amount of
grinding and polishing that occurs. Add three or
four heaping tablespoons of ceramic pellets per
pound of glass – enough to fill most of the spaces
between the pieces of glass. Use these pellets for
both Assorted Colored Glass – Photo Stan Strike’s
Collection rotary tumblers and vibratory tumblers.
Plastic pellets should not be used in a vibratory
tumbler because they bounce.
Polishing glass produces gas. Glass, whether
manmade or natural (obsidian), produces gas during the tumbling process. Check your barrel at
least daily and “burp” it by removing the lid if it
shows any sign of swelling. Another suggested
method is to drill a very small hole in the lid of
your tumbler which is covered with duct tape. The
tape can be removed to burp the tumbler and then
a new piece of tape can be applied. You may also
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try adding a small amount of baking soda to your
mix to minimize the gas production, though not
during any final polishing step.
 Common household glass should not be tumbled. Broken household glass is usually so thin
that it tumbles to nothing or pieces that are so thin
that they are fragile and dangerous because of
sharp edges. To get nice pieces of tumbled glass,
you need to start with pieces that measure at least
½ inch across their minimum dimension. Most
rock hounds may find it easier to purchase glass
that is already the desired size, color, shape, and
luster.
Sources of Colored Glass for Polishing: Whatever
source you use to obtain your glass, be careful! Glass
is very sharp and will cut you. Wear gloves and protective clothing. Safety glasses and a dust mask should
always be worn when handling, shorting, or breaking
pieces of glass. Instead of breaking glass yourself, it is
recommended to purchase landscape glass or nice
thick pieces of craft glass. You can often find these for
under one dollar per pound.
Landscape glass: “Landscape glass” is sold at some
building supply, home improvement, and garden
supply stores. It is made from recycled glass and
used as a ground cover in shrubbery, planters, and
gardens. It is sold in a range of sizes. Thicker,
rounded pieces between ¼- and 2-inches are great
for tumbling. You can usually purchase landscape
glass at reasonable prices which depends on the
quantity and colors purchased. Some colors are

Tumbler barrel of medium landscape
glass. Photo from rocktumbler.com
Continued on Page 13

SCFMS NEWSLETTER

PAGE 13

Continued from Page 12



much more expensive than others. Blue, green,
and amber glass can be inexpensive, but red and
orange usually cost a lot more.
Craft glass: Craft/Hobby stores, such as Michael’s, Joann Fabrics, and Hobby Lobby usually
sell mesh bags of rough glass that are chunky
pieces in size ranging between ¼- and 1½-inch.
This glass isn’t expensive and usually sells for a
few dollars per pound. • Internet glass suppliers:
Use an internet search engine to locate bulk glass
suppliers such as American Specialty Glass or
Bourget Brothers. Large pieces of glass can be
purchased from these sources. Tumbler barrel of
medium landscape glass.

Polishing Glass with a Lapidary Tumbler: Many
rock hounds may have tumbled natural glass without
realizing it. Apache Tears and obsidian are volcanic
rocks and natural glasses. Man-made glass can be
tumbled using the same techniques used for polishing
these natural glasses.
 Polishing Directions to Produce “Frosted”
Glass with a Rotary Tumbler: Achieving a
“frosted” sea glass finish on your glass is much
easier than tumbling to achieve a high polish. A
rotary tumbler is recommended, as a vibratory machine won’t give you the soft curves that are part
of the sea glass look. Using a cushioning agent,
such as plastic or ceramic pellets, will reduce
chips and fractures.
* Use the following tumbling procedures for
grit sizes #1, #2, and #3: Wight the glass to be
polished. Put the glass into the tumbler barrel. As
a cushioning agent, add 3 to 4 heaping tablespoons of pellets per pound of glass, until your
tumbler barrel is two-thirds to three-fourths full
(add more pellets if necessary, to reach the desired
level in the barrel). Add water until it just covers
the broken glass and pellets. Add one level tablespoon of #1, #2, or #3 silicon carbide grit for each
pound of glass. Check the tumbler contents daily,
which will relieve any gas build-up in your barrel.
Everyday observe a clean and dry piece of glass
from the barrel to see if it has the desired frosted
“sea glass look.” When satisfied wit the look of
your glass, rinse the glass, pellets, and the barrel
into a large bucket and dispose of the contents
outside. NEVER WASH THE LEFTOVER CONTENTS OF A TUMBLER DOWN A DRAIN!
§ #1 Course Grit: If the glass used has lots of
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sharp edges, start with one level tablespoon of
coarse grit (60-90) per pound of glass. Check daily
to observe when the sharp edges become rounded
buy run for only two to four days. When the glass
edges become rounded, proceed to #2 medium
grit.
§ #2 Medium Grit: Add one level tablespoon of
120-220 silicon carbide grit for each pound of
glass. Check the tumbler contents daily, which will
relieve any gas buildup in your barrel. Everyday
observe a clean and dry piece of glass from the
barrel to see if it has the desired frosted “sea glass
look.” Medium grit should only be used two to
five days to achieve your “imitation” sea glass
look.
Polishing Directions to Produce Polished Glass
with a Rotary Tumbler: If starting with a new
batch of glass, repeat #1 Coarse Grit above IF you
glass has many sharp edges. IF edges are rounded,
begin with #2 Medium Grit from above. For each
new grit, use the same tumbling procedures as
listed previously. Be certain to only use the
cleaned glass and pellets to proceed to the next
finer grit. #3 Fine Grit: Use 500-600 silicon carbide grit (1 tablespoon grit per pound of glass) and
cushioning pellets. Check the load level in the barrel. If it’s getting below two-thirds full, add additional pellets. Check the contents of the tumbler
daily but run only three days total. Rinse the contents of your barrel as in previous steps.

Polished Glass. Photo from rocktumbler.com

* #4 Polish Grit: Don’t skip this step with glass!
Use TXP (600 grit aluminum oxide) rather than
silicone carbide, as this polish will smooth
scratches left by the silicone carbide. Add two tablespoons of TXP per pound of glass and run for
five to seven days. Use cushioning pellets to bring
your load up to the proper level in the tumbler and
check progress daily. Rinse the glass and barrel as
Continued on Page 14
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in previous steps. (If a vibratory tumbler is used to
polish, use ½ tablespoon TXP or Rapid Polish per
pound of glass for one to two days.) NOTE: Load
in tumbler is limited to only ceramic pellets and
glass that is dipped in water and put in tumbler,
then polish added.
*#5 Burnishing: Burnishing usually improves the
shine of tumbled glass. After polishing step #4,
tumble the clean glass and pellets about thirty
minutes in water containing about one level tablespoon of shavings from a bar of plain Ivory soap
per pound of glass. After rinsing in clean water,
let dry and enjoy your polished glass! Adapted
Internet
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BENCH TIPS BY BRAD SMITH
ally chip off some of the stone
DRILLING SMALL ITEMS
surface around the hole.
——Small pieces need to be held securely while drilling to
Due to societal conditions, you
prevent them from spinning if the drill catches. Havmight be interested in an experiing sliced my finment we did yesterday with my
gers occasionally in
rock club. At the request of local
my younger days, I
authorities, we had to close down
avoid
band-aids
all club activities several weeks
now by using flatago. But as the date for our April Bradford Smith
jaw pliers or a ring
meeting grew near, and with no end in sight to the
clamp. Pliers also
quarantine situation, we decided to experiment with
save you if the piece
the idea of a virtual meeting.
gets hot. Put a little
tape or a piece of
So last night the Culver City, CA club held its first
vinyl tubing over jaws of the pliers if needed to avoid
ever online meeting. Members were able to communiscratches.
cate via cell phone, laptop, tablet or desktop. After a
quorum of members signed on, we had a quick busiDRILLING A STONE
ness meeting followed by a slide show of Death Valley historic mining & collecting sites.
One of the things my students often ask to do is drill a
hole through a piece of gemstone. The usual thought is
We did this via Zoom.com which allows up to a hunto get a diamond drill, but I've been disappointed with
dred people to participate in a 40 minute chat free of
them. I think the reason is that the tip of the drill is just
charge. Simply download the app from Google Store
pivoting in the hole and fails to cut well. When it
or Apple Store and you're ready to go. Tutorials are
looks like the drill isn’t cutting, the tendency is to
available at zoom.com or youtube.com We found it
push with more force. The drill gets hot, and the diauseful to have one person act as the tech for the meetmond grit falls off.
ing and control the sequence of speakers. When we
ran out of time, we simply opened a second session
A much better apand continued with the 140 slides.
proach is to use a
core drill. This is
See the result on our Facebook page a small hollow
https://www.facebook.com/CCRMC/
tube with a coatposts/10158383154896098
ing of diamond
grit at the business
Best to all, Brad
end. The diamonds
eas i l y
carve out a circular arc without undue pressure or heat
Discover New Jewelry Skills With Brad's "How To
buildup.
Do It" Books http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
Core drills are readily available from lapidary and
jewelry supply companies. They come in sizes as
small as 1mm and are very reasonable in price. For
instance, a 2mm diameter drill is about $7.
Chuck the core drill in a drill press, Dremel or Foredom and be sure to keep the drilling zone wet to cool
the tool and to flush out debris. Also, if you're drilling
a through hole, go very easy on the pressure as the
drill is about to cut through. Otherwise you will usu-
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2020 SCFMS
ORGANIZATIONAL SHOWS

DUE TO COVID-19 CONCERNS
PLEASE, CHECK WITH EACH
CLUB TO MAKE SURE THEIR
EVENTS ARE STILL ON SCHEDULE.
May
30-31 Lubbock (Lubbock TX)
June
27-28 **Arlington (Arlington
TX)
Aug
8-9 Baton Rouge (Baton Rouge
LA)
17-18 **Ark-La-Tex (Bossier
City LA)
22-23 **Pine Country (Jasper
TX)
29-30 Ft. Worth (Ft Worth TX)Postponed from May

Please keep the editor and
Linda Simpson up to date
on your show information.
The clubs/dates without new
officer forms are marked
with an **. For those, I put
the 2020 dates that correspond for the same weekend as last year.
Cities in parenthesis are
from the mailing address
listed under the club name
in the directory.
Linda Simpson
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For helping make this issue possible…

Roger Burford
Liz Burford
Jim Brace-Thompson
Garret Romaine
Bert Pool - FWGMC Editor
Jennifer Haley
The Daguerreian Dandy
Stan Strike
Brad Smith

If you would like notification of a canceled show,
your updated show dates
or show flyer included in
the newsletter, please send
it to:
scfmseditor@yahoo.com

