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SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF MINERAL SOCIETIES, INC.
2020 SCFMS OFFICERS
President: Roger Burford
Executive V-P: Jerrold Simpson
Secretary: Elizabeth Burford
Treasurer/Web Master:
Don Shurtz
Exec. Secretary:
Kimberly Brannon
AFMS Endowment Fund Raffle
And Nominating Committee:
Joyce Speed
SCFMS Endowment Fund Com.
Treasurer: Shiara Trumble
Past President: Walter Beneze
For more information or to send
information to the SCFMS or an
officer, please email:

PURPOSE
*To promote popular interest and
education in the various earth sciences, in particular those hobbies
dealing with the art of lapidaries
and the science of minerals, fossils,
as well as their associated fields.
*To cooperate with educational and
scientific institutions or other
groups engaged in increasing
knowledge in the earth sciences.
*To cooperate with or become
members of similar Federations in
the United States and elsewhere.
*To assist in the formation of earth
sciences societies in localities
where public interest justifies their
formation.
E-MAIL ADDRESS
CORRECTION AND CHANGES
It is each members responsibility to
send your email address corrections
to the SCFMS Editor:
Susan Burch,
scfmseditor@yahoo.com

scfmsinformation@gmail.com
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED
BIMONTHLY
PLEASE KEEP YOUR EMAIL
ADDRESS UP TO DATE CONTACT SUSAN BURCH,
EDITOR, WITH ANY
CHANGES.

DUPLICATION
In most instances material in this
newsletter may be duplicated for
noncommercial purposes providing
full credit is given. There are exceptions, please do not assume permissions. For Commercial use, the
individual author(s) must be contacted for their approval.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR/BEAC:
Susan Burch
scfmseditor@yahoo.com

A NOTE FROM
—THE EDITOR—
THE FINAL
DEADLINE, ETC.
For each newsletter the deadline is
the 20th of the prior month. February-April-June-August-OctoberDecember all provide the deadline
for the following bi-monthly issue.
Although, the Editor may chose to
adjust the deadline due to circumstances.

As a reminder! Shop hints and tips
that are used in this newsletter have
not been evaluated for safety or reliability by myself. Please use caution
and safety when trying out any new
idea. Please, if you have something
urgent give me a call, but send newsletter content via email.
ANNUAL SHOW 2020
The Tri-City Gem & Mineral Society will host the 2020 SCFMS Annual Convention and Meetings in
conjunction with their 51st Annual
show on October 10-11, 2020 in
Temple, TX.
ANNUAL MEETING
October 10, 2020 at 1 p.m. in
Temple, TX
SCFMS WEB-SITE:
WWW.SCFMS.NET

SCFMS NEWSLETTER

PAGE 3

The Christmas season is
upon us and the New Year
will start very soon. This is
a time of year we reflect on
our friends and family and I
hope that you also remember your fellow Rock
Hounds who share your
hobby. It has been a good
year for us and I hope the
same is true for you and
yours.
Roger Burford
Those of us in the south are
lucky that we are able to con- SCFMS President
tinue to get out and rock
hound during the winter and enjoy the outdoors without it being so hot, as long as it doesn’t snow. For us
in Baton Rouge it only snows every ten years.
Happy holidays and have a happy New Year, I hope to
be able to see more of you during this one.
Roger
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NEW OFFICER FORMS NEEDED
By Linda Simpson

It’s that time of year again! I know how exciting
filling out the Officer Form can be. Many clubs
elect officers in Nov. or Dec. and install them the
following month. It is very important to the Executive Secretary and me to get the forms as soon
as possible. Please fill the form in completely with
attention to email and phone data correctness.
Remember that the on-line SCFMS Directory is
password protected. No info is sent out to the
general public.
PLEASE NOTE: You will need to download the
form to your hard drive in order to fill and
save it! You will NOT be able to save or send
the form within your web browser! Save form
on your computer and send it as an attachment.
Don’t download or access the web? Email me
and I will send you the form as a word document.
Don’t use computers? If you need one mailed to
you, call me and I will send the form to you by
mail. If you handwrite information, please be sure
that you write so I may read it. What you write,
others may not be able to read. Printing, rather
than cursive, is preferred.
Thanks to the clubs that have sent in their info
already.
Linda Simpson
SCFMS Directory Chair
rockcamp_speaker@outlook.com
361-877-5820 no texting
Note: Due to the amount of robot dialed calls that
invade our phones, I will not answer a number I
don’t recognize. Please leave a voice message
and I will get back to you.

Original crystal watercolor on canvas.
Artwork by Samantha Niewierowski—NskiPaleoArt
https://www.facebook.com/NskiPaleoArt/

A fillable form may be found at
http://www.scfms.net/
forms/2017_OFFICER_FORM_fillablesaveable.pdf
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THE DEADLINE APROACHES
Tick tock, tick tock...yes, it’s getting closer. The deadline for the
2020 South Central Federation
of Mineral Societies’ Author and
Editor contest is
fast upon us. The first entries are
already in, I’m hoping the rest of
you are on the ball and send me
your packets soon. The deadline I
set actually cut my processing time
down quite a bit as I wanted to give
you as long as possible to get your
entries in. However, when you send
it early, it gives me a chance to stay
on top of them without becoming overwhelmed by last
minute receipts.
Most club members don’t realize the work you as editors put in to getting these vital lines of communication out to them. This contest is a necessity to give
recognition where credit is due. Even if you don’t feel
your newsletter has much merit against others in the
federation, they are ALL valuable.
Each person who has sent in items to be included in
your newsletters deserves recognition. If there is not
enough participation, the contest may fall by the wayside. That would be a shame as your entries are inspiration for so many others. It also gives you a chance to
compare yourself and perhaps improve the product
you put out for your club.
Since I’ve become the BEAC, I have noticed there has
not been much participation by our junior members.
For that reason, I’ve always made a concerted effort to
include junior related articles for you to pass along to
your readers. I’m hoping this year there is a huge
sprouting of pebble pup contributions.
So, get to it and finish gathering your
choice items to show off. I know you
can do it and I look forward to reading
them!
Susan Burch, editor
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REGIONAL FEDERATION AND
AFMS 2020 WEBSITE CONTESTS
by Don Shurtz, AFMS Website Contest Chair

The next AFMS convention
will be in October 2020. This
gives us the luxury of holding
off on the deadline for the
AFMS Website Contest until
mid-year. However, the ONLY
WAY to get an entry to the
AFMS Website Contest is to
place first or second in your
Regional Federation Contest.
The 2020 Website Contest page has been updated and
is now posted on the AFMS Website at http://
www.amfed.org/web/website_contest. htm. On the
updated page, you will find the Entry Form, Score
Sheet, and Contest Guidelines. Note that all the Regional Federations use the same Entry Form, Score
Sheet, and Contest Guidelines. More importantly, you
will find the name and an email address for your Regional Federation Website Contest Coordinator. This
is the person to contact regarding entry into the Regional Contest. Each Regional Federation has their
own contest and establishes their own entry date – it
may be significantly earlier than the mid-year date for
the AFMS Contest.
If you place first or second in your Regional Contest,
the Website Contest Coordinator from your Region
will enter your website into the AFMS Contest The
AFMS and Regional Website Contests are more about
improving your society / club website than about winning; however, recognition for your efforts in publishing a great website is a nice bonus.
Your website will be reviewed by two impartial
judges who will point out your website’s strengths and
areas that can be improved. Sometimes a couple of
very easy modifications can significantly improve
your website. The entry process takes less than 15
minutes. Do you have 15 minutes to help improve
your site?
AFMS Newsletter, December 2019
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AFMS ENDOWMENT FUND—
IT’S NOT TOO EARLY OR TOO LATE!
By Cheryl Neary, Endowment Fund Chair
It is not too early or too late to
be thinking about donating to the
AFMS Endowment Fund. Why
contribute to the Endowment
Fund? Simply, your donation of
either an item donated to the fund
or the purchase of tickets helps tremendously with this important
fundraiser for the Federation. The interest from the
monies generated is used for AFMS special projects,
such as, junior badges, judges training, digitizing of
slide programs, just to name a few.
Tickets for the drawing are $5.00 per ticket or 5 for
$20.00. You may purchase your tickets from your
Federation’s representative below: So far, I have received the first donation, while at this years’ convention. – Please remember to donate to such a worthy
cause in our organization! Also, please remember
these guide lines: Each object should weigh no more
than 5 pounds. Each object or combined set of objects
should have a minimum value of $75.00.
If you are considering donating, either contact your
Federation Representative (SCFMS—Joyce Speed,
4680 Wisteria St., Dallas, TX 75211, llispeed2@gmail.com) or email me at: Ciervo.neary@gmail.com Check the website shortly for
updates for pictures of donations!
AFMS Newsletter, December 2019

SCFMS ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR
The Austin Gem and Mineral Society recognizes Barbara and Jack Liebman as 2019 Rockhounds of the
Year for amazing contributions to the club in their first
membership year. They came to Austin from Brooklyn
by way of the Boston Mineral Club. Barb has Earth
Sciences/Geology Education background and focuses
her collection on tourmaline, beryls and quartz. Jack is
an architectural engineer who has become fond of agates. They immediately volunteered in most events
and activities including Gem Capers and Mineral special interest group. They represented the club at the
International Agate Show. Barb is cataloging the
club’s display mineral specimens and has presented on
minerals at a monthly meeting. They share constructive suggestions based on their Boston club experience. Submitted by Bob Atkinson
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Please, be sure to send your Rockhound
Of The Year nominations to the South
Central Federation of Mineral Societies’
Editor, Susan Burch.
RAISING BULLETIN AWARENESS
by Mark Nelson, AFMS BEAC Chair
Societies and clubs depend upon
their club’s bulletin to share information about club activities, upcoming meetings, field trips,
shows, safety, tips, articles and
many more! That being said, many
editors secretly wonder if the members actually read the pages that we
painstakingly put together! One
way to raise your club’s bulletin awareness is through
the use of the Editor’s Quiz. This process that I have
used for years and it works like this: • The editor puts
an interesting article in the bulletin. • Among the
many facts and information included in the article is
one which the editor selects as an incidental fact. •
Somewhere, on one of the “informational” pages of
the bulletin, the editor creates a section called
“Editor’s Quiz”. In that section, the editor poses a
question that can only be answered by giving the incidental fact. • The editor states that the first member to
correctly answer the question will win a prize at the
next meeting! • The agenda should allow a moment
for the editor to read the question from the bulletin
and to tell which member was the first to correctly answer it, and what the answer was! • The prize can be a
cabochon, book or other item. The cost of the prize is
not the motivator, rather the recognition that the winner gets! • This quiz is good fun, raises the awareness
of the membership of something happening in the bulletin, points to an interesting article, and makes members eagerly await the next issue of your club’s bulletin! As an example, I recently ran an article about the
Franciscan Complex, a geological formation prevalent
in the area around San Francisco, California. In the
article, it was explained that a gray sandstone (or greywacke, as the 1849er miners called it) is the most
common rock of the Franciscan Complex. The Editor’s Quiz asked the question: “What did California
gold miners call the gray sandstone material that they
encountered”? As the answer only appeared once in
the article, the reader had to read every line to find the
correct answer!
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:
This past year has included an intense search for interesting content. That said, I started fairly close to home
with a friend of mine whose artistry in her field has
blown me away time and time again. When I asked her
if she ever considered doing something that had to do
with gems, she told me it had been on her mind for a
while. So here I present Sarah Epps and her spectacular geode cakes. I’ve seen geode cakes before, but
never as intense as hers.
Susan Burch
SARAH EPPS CAKERY—
GOING BEYOND
I'm always researching new techniques and testing them out. I
LOVE seeing how excited my clients are that their cake is not only
delicious, but that each is also
something of an artistic yet totally
edible surprise!
Sarah Epps

Photos: At left, Sarah Epps of Sarah
Epps Cakery; at right, a totally edible ‘geode’ wedding cake; below
right and center, close-ups of the
wedding cake; bottom left, a celebratory ‘geode’ cake.

https://www.facebook.com/SarahEppsCakery/
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PEBBLE PUPS TO INSPIRE YOU
By Susan Burch
Sometimes I find items of interest in unusual places,
including Social Media. Recently I came across two
young geologists in the making whose rock collections
rival some adult collectors. Their collections and particularly how they organize them provide great ideas
for other young rockhounds who want to start their
own rock pile. The two pebble pups’ names are not
included for security, but I have included their age and
general location.
The first collection belongs to
a young man who is six years
old and from Melbourne Australia. He has just started his
collection and he is absolutely
obsessed. His mother showed
him some pictures from an
amateur geology Facebook
group and now his obsession
has grown even more.
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Secondly, a 10 year old
young lady from Michigan is the proud owner
of a massive collection
for one so young. She
had her mother post her
rock collection on the
amateur geology page
on Facebook. Most of
this she inherited from
her grandma but she has
been adding to it from
the rock club she has

joined plus some
rock shows she has
attended. Her family are members of
the Tulip City Gem
and Mineral Club
of Holland, Michigan.

He wanted to share pictures of
his collection so far (every
time he sees a rock in the family’s garden he adds it to his
collection so please don’t
mind if some are bits of
concrete etc. lol.)

More photos of her
collection on Page 8.
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Continued from Page 7.
The pictures I’ve included here don’t do
this young lady’s collection justice.
Hopefully, these pebble
pups have given you
ideas to increase your
own collections. Thank
you to the moms who
gave permission to share
these collections.

Continued on Page 9
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CREATIVE ENRICHMENT

1. Experiment with different types of table salt
and water. See if there is any difference in the appearance of the crystals.
2. If you are trying for the “perfect crystal” use uniodized salt and distilled water. Impurities in either the
salt or water can aid in dislocation, in which new crystals don’t stack perfectly on top of previous crystals.
3. Make a mass of crystals by pouring the saturated
salt solution into a clear container. Let it slowly
evaporate. Crystals will grow on the sides of the
container.
THE SCIENCE BEHIND THE EXPERIMENT

PROTOCOL
STEP 1: First make a seed crystal by pouring a small
amount of saturated salt solution onto a saucer or shallow bowl. As the liquid evaporates, crystals will start
to form, usually overnight. Select a single square crystal and remove it from the dish.
STEP 2: Carefully pour the saturated salt solution into
a clean container (making sure no undissolved salt
gets in), allow the solution to cool, and then hang the
seed crystal with string in the solution from a pencil or
knife placed across the top of the container. You could
cover the container with a coffee filter or paper towel
to keep out dust yet permit evaporation.
STEP 3: Set the container in a location where it can
remain undisturbed. You are more likely to get a perfect crystal instead of a mass of crystals if you allow
the crystal to grow slowly (cooler temperature, shaded
location) in a place free of vibrations. It can take a
week or more to get a big crystal.

The hardest part of this experiment is tying the thread
around your seed crystal. But without the seed crystal,
it’s hard to get much more than crusty salt. The perfect
seed crystal gives the extra salt in your solution perfect little places to attach to, and this is what will keep
the crystal structure growing. This is the crystal lattice
we discussed earlier. Salt has a perfectly cubic crystal
lattice. It measures the same distance on all sides, no
matter how big or small.
Salt is pretty simple. It has one sodium atom (Na) and
one chlorine atom (Cl), clustered together over and
over, to form a salt molecule. Thus the formula for salt
is easy: NaCl. In the crystal lattice, the atoms repeat in
every direction. Where there is a Cl atom showing, an
Na atom can attach, and vice versa.
Salt is mined in many ways. In some places, solar
evaporation of salt water produces salt crystals. There
are also underground mines in salt domes where miners scoop up salt crystals or cut slabs of hardened salt
into blocks. Some specialty shops sell salt from all
over the world, which shows that salt is still an important part of our diet.

Reprinted with permission from Author, Garret Romaine. Please, include the link below.
https://www.amazon.com/Garret-Romaine/e/B0037I87T8
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Printed with permission from The Crazy Rock Lady of Carrolton, TX.
https://www.facebook.com/crazyrockladyrocks

Answers found on Page 14
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DEADLINE FOR THE
MARCH-APRIL, 2020
NEWSLETTER WILL BE
FEBRUARY 20, 2020
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Randy Harmon of the East Texas Gem & Mineral Society has set up his display cases of fossils, minerals and
gemstones at the Tyler Library - go by and take a look.
Shared by Margaret Kilanski, ETGMS.

SCFMS NEWSLETTER

PAGE 13

JANUARYJANUARY-FEBRUARY, 2020

Are you a SCFMS member club? Want to see your show flier in the newsletter? Then send a copy to the editor.
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AFMS LAND USE POLICY
1. Adherence to the AFMS Code
of Ethics assures compliance with
most statutes and regulations governing collecting on public lands and
encourages respect for private property rights and the
environment. Clubs are urged to read the AFMS Code
of Ethics in at least one meeting every year, to publish
the Code frequently in the club newsletter, and to
compel compliance on club field trips.
2. Individuals and clubs are urged to write their
elected representatives and land use management
agency supervisors regarding issues of rule making,
legislation and enforcement affecting field collecting
of minerals and fossils.

Printed with permission from The Crazy Rock
Lady of Carrolton, TX.
https://www.facebook.com/crazyrockladyrocks
This snowman has a head made of Snow Quartz, a
middle made of Clear Quartz and a base of Selenite all sitting on a bed of Snow Quartz Tumbles. And it’s
’snowing’ Quartz chips! Let’s hear it for Rocky the
Stoneman!

3. Individuals and clubs are urged to join and support
activities of the American Lands Access Association
(ALAA), a sister organization with responsibility for
advancing the interests of earth science amateurs with
legislatures and land use management agencies.
4. The AFMS will receive a report from ALAA at its
annual meeting.
5. The AFMS endorses the principle of multiple use of
public lands as a guarantee of continuing recreational
opportunities.
6. Wilderness and monument designations are inconsistent with the principle of multiple use. In view of
the vast amount of public land already designated as
wilderness and monuments, future such designations
should be minimal, taking into account the increased
demand for recreational opportunities, including rockhounding, created by a growing population.
7. In furtherance of the principle of multiple use, the
AFMS believes that laws, regulations and rules established by relevant governmental authorities should be
designed to allow freest possible access to all public
lands, coupled with minimal restrictions on the recreational collection of minerals, fossils, gemstone materials and other naturally occurring materials.
8. A right to collect minerals and fossils on public
lands should be protected by statute.

Permission was granted by Go Nutrition Knoxville to
share Rocky the Stoneman. Please, include the link
below.
https://www.facebook.com/GoNutritionKnoxville

9. The AFMS urges its members to work with any or
all government authorities to achieve a good working
relationship in order to improve the “Public Image” of
recreational collectors.
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AFMS CODE OF ETHICS

I will respect both private
and public property and will do
no collecting on privately owned
land without the owner’s permission.

I will keep informed on all laws,
regulations or rules governing collecting on public
lands and will observe them.
I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the
boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.
I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.
I will cause no willful damage to property of any
kind—fences, signs, buildings.
I will leave all gates as found.
I will build fires in designated or safe places only
and will be certain they are completely extinguished before leaving the area.
I will discard no burning material—matches, cigarettes, etc.
I will fill all excavation holes, which may be dangerous to livestock.
I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water
supply.
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can reasonably
use.
I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have collected
and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and
benefit of others.
I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P.
(Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all
collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how
found.
I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in
designated authority in all collecting areas.
I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land Management, or other authorities,
any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on
public lands which should be protected for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific purposes.
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources.
I will observe the “Golden Rule,” will use “Good
Outdoor Manners” and will at all times conduct
myself in a manner which will add to the stature
and public image of rockhounds everywhere.
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BENCH TIPS BY BRAD SMITH

Dividers—A set of dividers is a tool I find very useful
in laying out the geometry of a piece I'm making. It
has two needle-like tips with an adjustment to set the
spacing between them.
They can be used to transfer a measurement. Let's say
you need a 7mm wide strip of sheet metal. Set the
spacing between the divider tips to 7 mm on the ruler.
Then lay the sheet on the bench, put one tip against the
edge, and run the dividers down the edge scribing a
line parallel to the edge.
Dividers can be used to mark equal segments of a line
or arc. For instance, assume a line between A and B
that might be straight or curved, and you want to divide it into 5 equal lengths. Set the dividers to an estimate of the distance. Starting at Point A, use the dividers to mark off five lengths along the line. If you end
up short of Point B, lengthen the distance on the dividers. If you end up overshooting Point B, shorten the
length of your dividers. After a few tries, the length on
the dividers will be the exact distance you need to
mark the 5 segments.
Dividers can let you quickly find the center of a circular disk. With one tip of the dividers at the edge of the
disk, set the other tip to an estimate of where the center might be. Fix one tip of the dividers at the 3 o'clock
position and scribe an arc with the other tip near the
center. Do this again from the 6 o'clock, 9 o'clock, and
12 o'clock positions. The arcs at the center will form a
small four-sided box, and the center of the box is at
the center of the disk.
Shared by permission of
the author. Please include
the link below with any
reprint. Discover New
Jewelry Skills With
Brad's "How To Do It’s”
http://amazon.com/author/
bradfordsmith
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2020 SCFMS SHOWS

Jan. 18-19, FREDERICKSBURG, TX, Fredericksburg Rockhounds
Lady Bird Johnson Park,
hcgms20@gmail.com
Jan. 24-26, TYLER, TX,
East Texas G&MS
Tyler Rose Garden Center
mlkilanski@yahoo.com
Feb. 15-16—GEORGETOWN, TX,
Williamson County Gem and Mineral
Soc., Inc.
Georgetown Community Center at
San Gabriel Park
445 East Morrow Street
wcgmstx1@outlook.com
Feb. 22-23—PASADENA, TX,
Clear Lake Gem & Mineral Club
Pasadena Convention Center
7902 Fairmont Parkway
clgmsvendors@gmail.com
Feb. 22-23—PLAINVIEW, TX,
Hi-Plains Gem & Mineral Society
Ollie Liner Center
2000 S. Columbia
bobcat22@suddenlink.net
March 7-8—BIG SPRING, TX,
Big Spring Prospectors Club
Howard County Fair Barn
2900 Old State Hwy 80
lolabellelamb@yahoo.com
7-8—ROBSTOWN, TX,
Gulf Coast Gem and Mineral Society
RMB Fairgrounds
1213 Terry Shamsie Blvd, Exhibit Hall A
gulfcoastgemandmineralsociety@gmail.com

Please, help us keep our readers informed by
sending in your Officer Forms, this keeps us
up to date on show dates and contact information. We also gather information about
shows from other avenues.

Roger Burford
Samantha Niewierowski
Linda Simpson
Don Shurtz
Cheryl Neary
Mark Nelson
Sarah Epps
Garret Romaine
The Crazy Rock Lady
Tri-City Gem & Mineral Society
Go Nutrition Knoxville
Brad Smith
For helping make this issue possible.

