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SCFMS OFFICERS 2016-2017 

 

President: Walter  Beneze 

4204 45th Street 

Lubbock, Texas 79413 

806-797-5832 

wmbenlbk@gmail.com 

 

Executive V-P: Roger Burford  

13603 Short Avenue 

Baton Rouge, LA 70810 
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2017 

PURPOSE 

*To promote popular interest and 

education in the various earth sci-

ences, in particular those hobbies 

dealing with the art of lapidaries 

and the science of minerals, fossils, 

as well as their associated fields. 

*To cooperate with educational and 

scientific institutions or other 

groups engaged in increasing 

knowledge in the earth sciences. 

*To cooperate with or become 

members of similar Federations in 

the United States and elsewhere. 

*To assist in the formation of earth 

sciences societies in localities 

where public interest justifies their 

formation. 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS  

CORRECTION AND CHANGES  

It is each members responsibility to 

send your email address corrections 

to the SCFMS Editor: 

 

Susan Burch,  

scfmseditor@yahoo.com 

 

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED  

BIMONTHLY  

 

DUPLICATION  

Material in this Newsletter may be 

duplicated for noncommercial pur-

poses providing full credit is given. 

For Commercial use, the individual 

author(s) must be contacted for 

their approval. 

A NOTE FROM  

ðTHE EDITOR ð 

 

THE FINAL 

DEADLINE   
For each newsletter the deadline is 

the 10th of the following months: 

January - March - May - July- Sep-

tember and November. As a re-

minder! Shop hints and tips that are 

used in this Newsletter, have not 

been evaluated for safety or reli-

ability by myself. Please use cau-

tion and safety when trying out any 

new idea. Please, if you have some-

thing urgent give me a call, but 

send newsletter content via email. 

 

ANNUAL SHOW 2017 

The Houston Gem and Mineral So-

ciety, Houston, TX will host the 

South Central Federation of Min-

eral Societyôs Annual Show in con-

junction with their Annual Gem, 

Mineral, Fossil, Bead & Jewelry 

Show and Sale to be held on No-

vember 10-12, 2017. So, mark your 

calendar and plan to be there for 

that show.  
 

ANNUAL MEETING  

 The Federation annual meeting 

will be held on November 11, 2017, 

1 p.m. 
 

ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION  
 

SCFMS WEB-SITE: 

WWW.SCFMS.NET 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR EMAIL 

ADDRESS UP TO DATE - 

CONTACT SUSAN BURCH, 

EDITOR, WITH ANY 

CHANGES.  

Newsletter Editor:  

Susan Burch 

10911 Holly Springs Dr. 

Houston, TX 77042 

(936) 615-5397 

scfmseditor@yahoo.com  

SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF MINERAL SOCIETIES, INC.  

mailto:wmbenlbk@gmail.com
mailto:brgem.min.input@gmail.com
mailto::shiara.trumble@sbcglobal.net
mailto:don.shurtz@gmail.com
mailto:kimberlyarts@hotmail.com
mailto:Sdalemiller@sbcglobal.net
http://WWW.SCFMS.NET


Walter Beneze,  

SCFMS President  

              I donôt know about you, but I feel as if this           

year is already passing by very quickly and 

I find myself wondering if there will be 

enough time to do everything that I need to get done. 

Aside from all my personal issues and projects, there are my duties here 

in the local club, and many things that need attention in the Federation. Since I op-

erate best with a list of things to do, I am going to point out a few things that hope-

fully will spur you into action with a few things that will require all of our attention in 

the next few months.  

     Copies of the Federation directory will be distributed soon so be sure to look them 

over and keep them handy for future reference. The directory will help you find dates 

and contacts for shows across the Federation. Use the directory to send invitations for 

your show to all member clubs.  

     With the annual convention being in November this year, there is still time to submit  

proposed changes to the Constitution and Bylaws committee. July 14th is the last day to  

submit proposed changes, so if you have any concerns, now would be the time to bring them up so the committee 

will have time to consider a recommendation one way or another.  

     The nominating committee will need outstanding people to recommend for several elected positions. The in-

coming President will need to appoint many committees and chairmanships so if you or someone in your club is 

ready to step up and get involved at a deeper level, please make your intentions known. Do your club and the 

SCFMS a favor and go to our website at www.scfms.net and read our Constitution, Bylaws and Operating Proce-

dures so you know where you can fit in and help in leadership. We need new people to get involved. 

     If your club has not been represented at the annual meeting regularly, please remember that it is your duty and 

privilege to send a delegate to represent your club and vote on your behalf. Club Presidents need to be in atten-

dance if at all possible so you should consider now what can be done to help them financially with travel expenses, 

and fundraise accordingly. 

     Some of this may seem like things that are way off, but I assure you, last minute deadlines will come before 

you know it.  

     Wishing everyone a great spring, Walter Beneze. SCFMS President 

 

 

 

                  

LET'S DISCUSS THE DIRECTORY AND WHY IT EXISTS  

KIMBERLY J BRANNON, SCFMS EXECUTIVE SECR ETARY  

 

     This month we'll be publishing the new directory. It's in the editing stages and we've kindly requested outgoing 

officers forward newsletters and communications to new officers as we update our mailing lists. The SCFMS Di-

rectory is password protected, the password will be accessible to Federation members and officers, and any AFMS 

officers who submit a written request and display an appropriate need. The directory allows SCFMS officers to 

reach officers of your club to deliver Federation Newsletters, to collect payments for dues and insurance, to alert 

officers to important deadlines, to announce web and bulletin contests, changes in legislation which might affect 

filing requirements to maintain your tax exempt and nonprofit status, to share calendars of shows and events 

within our region, deliver annual reports, give notice of proposed changes to standing bylaws and operating proce-

dures, to direct interested members of the public who to contact and where to go to find a show or meeting in their 

areas, and a host of additional internal functions. We have detailed the use of your information and put measures 

in place to protect the information you provide from misuse by outside sources. (See the SCFMS Privacy Policy 

athttp://www.scfms.net/forms/SCFMS_PRIVACY_POLICY_final.pdf) 

     Linda Simpson (SCFMS Directory Chair) and I encountered hesitation and, in some cases, outright refusal to 

provide addresses or current contact information for officers serving Federation Member Clubs. It's important for  

                 Continued on Page 4. 
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Continued from Page 3. 

outgoing presidents to inform new officers that your club is a member of the South Central Federation of Mineral 

Societies and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. There are record keeping requirements de-

manded of all nonprofit organizations, but agreeing to service of your club which is an SCFMS member also 

means you've agreed to become a part of the governing body for all member clubs regionally and nationwide. 

     From the SCFMS Bylaws at posted at http://www.scfms.net/

SCFMS_Constitution_Bylaws_Operating_Procedures_7_May_2016_Revision.pdf 

     [...] The Board of Directors of this Federation shall be the President, Executive Vice President, eight District 

Vice Presidents, the Secretary, the Treasurer, and the current Presidents of each member society.  

     [...] It shall be the responsibility of each member society to furnish the Executive Secretary and Directory 

Chairman with a list of the names of its officers and their mailing addresses, email addresses, and phone numbers, 

together with meeting time and place.  

     [...] From the Nonprofit Toolkit at Texas C Bar at http://texascbar.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/

Nonprofit-tool-kit-5.31.16.pdf 

     "Inspection of documents by member or governing person. Nonprofits must allow any member or governing 

person to examine and copy books and records. This includes the names and addresses of voting members. A 

member can make a written demand to examine the nonprofit's books and records. The purpose of the demand 

must be stated in writing. The member or a memberôs agent, attorney, or accountant may examine the books at any 

reasonable time and for any proper purpose. The cost of copying is the responsibility of the member.  

     Examination of books and records by Attorney General.  

     Nonprofits must allow the Texas Attorney Generalôs office to examine books and records.  

     * Examination and investigation. The Attorney General of Texas may inspect all the books and records of the 

nonprofit. The Attorney General may investigate an organization to determine if it is in violation of its governing 

documents Ä12.153  

     * Penalties. Failure to allow the Attorney General to examine or copy records is a Class B misdemeanor under 

state law and may lead to penalties, forfeiture of property, and additional criminal charges §§3.152-.153; §§12.154

-.156. " 

     By law, a nonprofit organization, in addition to its accounting and meeting minutes, must maintain specific 

books, records, and a list of its directors. If your club is a nonprofit, check your bylaws- your board and officers 

very likely serve as directors or voting members within your own organization. Importantly, your president has 

agreed to serve as a director and voting member in ours. We too, by law, must be able to furnish a list of our vot-

ing members' names and addresses upon request. 

     I can understand new club members being unaware of SCFMS/AFMS membership, which is why we recom-

mend incorporating SCFMS/AFMS news into your meetings and newsletters. It's a scored item in our web site 

contest and bulletin contest after all, but it's unsettling when new officers are installed without documentation or 

any guidelines for continuity, and without awareness of their SCFMS/AFMS membership. Work with incoming 

officers to educate them of their responsibilities and requirements and leave documentation of what you've learned 

when you exit. Someone in your club must be attentive to State and Federal filing requirements and annual infor-

mation reports, but also be able to furnish any member or governing person with the names and addresses of direc-

tors when requested. 

     We've requested. We request annually. Select an officer, either your president or secretary, and list 

"Completing SCFMS Officer Form Submission" as one of their yearly duties, then make certain they've submitted 

within 30 days of any change in officers. It will make our jobs easier, and easier for new officers to receive infor-

mation vital to your club's functioning. 

      As always, we're here to serve. Contact us if you need a helping hand. 

 

Kimberly J Brannon 

SCFMS BEAC / SCFMS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

P.O. Box 836 

Tenaha, TX 75974 

225 620 5174 

http://www.scfms.net/SCFMS_Constitution_Bylaws_Operating_Procedures_7_May_2016_Revision.pdf
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THINGS TO DO WHEN ATTENDING THIS 

YEARôS NATIONAL SHOW! 

By Jim Brace-Thompson, 2017 CFMS-AFMS Show 

Publicity Chair 

 

     On behalf of the Ventura Gem & Mineral Society, 

Iôve been issuing invitations to attend and exhibit at 

this yearôs national AFMS Show & Convention taking 

place June 9-11 in Ventura, California.  For those 

making such plans and traveling from across the coun-

try, I want to alert you to the many other things to do 

while in SoCal (short for Southern California)! 

     We have great fee digs up and down the state for 

rare and valuable gemstones and fossils, including gi-

ant shark teeth at Shark Tooth Hill near Bakersfield or 

several tourmaline mines near Pala in San Diego 

County.  We also have world-class museums.  For in-

stance, one of the exhibits at the Show will feature 

minerals from the Natural History Museum of Los An-

geles County and another will highlight meteorites 

from the UCLA Meteorite Gallery.  Both places are 

within easy driving distance of Venturaðso long as 

you donôt hit the freeway during morning or evening 

rush hours (or any time in between).  In SoCal, youôll 

also find the La Brea Tar Pits, the Santa Barbara Mu-

seum of Natural History with great fossil and mineral 

displays, and more.  For those looking for attractions 

above and beyond rocks, Ventura County is also home 

to the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library & Museum, 

some 30 minutes from the Fairgrounds. 

     To find out more about these and other attractions, 

go to the show website at http://2017CFMS-

AFMSShow.com.  We within the Ventura Gem & 

Mineral Society look forward to hosting you at the 

national show and conventionðand to helping you 

enjoy your visit to Southern California! 

AN INVITATION TO EXHIBIT IN THIS 

YEARôS NATIONAL SHOW! 

By Jim Brace-Thompson, 2017 CFMS-AFMS Show 

Publicity Chair 

 

     On behalf of the Ventura Gem & Mineral Society, I 

invite you to exhibit in this yearôs national AFMS 

Show & Convention taking place June 9-11 in Ven-

tura, California.  Enter either a competitive or a non-

competitive displayðor one of each!  Go to the show 

website at http://2017CFMS-AFMSShow.com to ac-

cess and download entry forms by clicking on ñFiles 

and Entry Forms.ò  Youôll also find a direct link to the 

AFMS Uniform Rules manual.  The deadlines are 

May 22 for noncompetitive entry forms and April 30 

for competitive forms, so donôt delay. 

     Exhibiting is fun!  When displaying at a gem show, 

we not only get to show off our collections and handi-

work but also to learn from others, seeing display 

techniques, getting advice, sharing tips, and forging 

bonds of friendship through mutual interests.  There is 

a host of trophies for adult exhibitors, including a spe-

cial trophy for nervous first-time Novice Exhibitors 

sponsored by the hosting Ventura society.  Kids enter-

ing either competitive or noncompetitive displays can 

earn the Showmanship badge in our AFMS/FRA 

Badge Program, and those entering competition can 

strive for both trophies and the AFMS Lillian Turner 

Award.  Several years ago, Lillian Turner of Bethesda, 

Maryland, generously donated funds to support an 

award for the best juniorôs exhibit at the annual AFMS 

Show.  The award consists of a certificate, a $100 

bond, and a mineral specimen and is presented at the 

Show Awards Ceremony.  I guarantee that adults and 

kids who choose to display in Ventura will find the 

experience both rewarding and fun! 

DEADLINE FOR THE MAY -JUNE 2017  

NEWSLETTER WILL BE MAY 10, 2017  
DEADLINE FOR THE MAY -JUNE 2017  

NEWSLETTER WILL BE MAY 10, 2017  

http://2017CFMS-AFMSShow.com
http://2017CFMS-AFMSShow.com
http://2017CFMS-AFMSShow.com
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(much like claiming a domain 

name for a website) and shortens 

the URL to one that reflects your 

group name and is easier for others 

to remember. To set a vanity URL 

for your page, log into Facebook, 

visit your page and refer to the in-

structions below. 

     (From https://

www.facebook.com/notes/equine-

calculator/how-to-claim-your-

vanity-url-for-your-facebook-page/474147772600069/) 

"1. Go to www.facebook.com/username 

2. Select ñSelect a Usernameò for your page 

3. This brings up a drop down menu, select the page you 

want to create the username for. 

4. If your page has the needed 25 fans it will bring up a 

box. 

5. Enter your desired username and click on ñcheck avail-

abilityò 

6. If itôs available, you will be shown some final terms ï 

if you are happy with your choice click ñconfirmò or se-

lect ñcancelò to try another one. 

     Now you can send out your new Facebook URL ï

 www.facebook.com/YourBusinessName" 

     Select your vanity URL carefully, it cannot be changed 

once it's been set. 

     Bonus: Have you "liked" another club's page from 

within your club's page? Try it! Visit Facebook.com/

scfms4u or a different gem and mineral club of your 

choosing. If you click the "like" button, you will "like" 

the page from your personal profile. Instead, use the pull 

down menu for "more options" and select "like from a 

page." You'll be provided with a list of all the pages you 

manage (which for me was about six or seven!) then se-

lect your club's page. Search for your vendors and "like" 

their pages, let them know when you've created an event 

for your show so they can add the event to their Facebook 

calendars, they can then invite their customers in the area 

to your event and increase exposure for your show.  

     Love it or hate it, Facebook is increasingly popular 

with the younger generation who would miss advertise-

ments in magazines or newspapers. Club's suffering from 

a decline in membership might consider the platform for 

reaching a larger audience. It's free of charge and often 

updated more frequently than web pages. 

     Happy Facebooking, 

 

Kimberly J Brannon 

SCFMS BEAC / SCFMS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

P.O. Box 836 

Tenaha, TX 75974 

225 620 5174 

FACEBOOK FOR YOUR CL UB AND  

"VANITY URLS"  

KIMBERLY J BRANNON, SCFMS EXEC. SEC.  

 

     A large number of our member clubs have Facebook 

Pages or Facebook Groups. Some clubs use both, with the 

group serving as a discussion forum for members and the 

page used to promote the club. Each come with their own 

advantages. I'll briefly describe some of the major differ-

ences. 

     Pages offer performance insights on posts, can be 

tagged from another page or profile, and allows the ability 

to secure a vanity URL. I'll dive into vanity URLs later in 

this article. On a Page, the organization's communications 

are preeminent, posts from visitors will not be the first 

items others see. This allows more control over the image 

you shape for your organization.  

     Unlike Pages, Groups can be more difficult for the 

general public to find in search engines and within Face-

book itself. A Facebook Group generally allows more 

communication between group members, but the audience 

is restricted to those within the group. Posts by friends 

belonging to the group will not appear in the newsfeed 

unless both friends are group members. It's a wonderful 

place for members to interact, engage in discussions, and 

there is more leniency towards promotional posting than 

Facebook Terms of Service allow on pages. 

     Both have the ability to create "Facebook Events" for 

upcoming shows which can be easily shared by other 

pages, groups, and individuals. Four to six months prior 

to your show is a great time to begin promoting events to 

your Facebook followers.  

     Whether you've decided to use a Facebook Page or a 

Group, it's highly recommended to have a committee of 

more than one club member with administrative privi-

leges, with the (preferably written) understanding that the 

page belongs to the club, not to any specific person. Grant 

current officers and one or more long-time members 

"admin" status. Make certain they understand how to tog-

gle between their personal profiles and the Page's profile 

before posting, liking a visitor's comment, or replying to 

messages! Having multiple individuals with administra-

tive ability prevents loss of access to your club's page or 

group if a person unexpectedly passes or leaves the club. 

It can take years to build followers, and can be confusing 

and disruptive to your club if you're forced to create a 

new page because you've lost the ability to post to your 

own social media account. 

     You may have noticed some pages have a more sim-

plified, memorable URL. This is called a vanity URL. 

When a page is created, Facebook assigns a unique URL 

using your page name followed by a long string of num-

bers. Claiming a vanity URL secures your page name  

https://www.facebook.com/notes/equine-calculator/how-to-claim-your-vanity-url-for-your-facebook-page/474147772600069/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/equine-calculator/how-to-claim-your-vanity-url-for-your-facebook-page/474147772600069/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/equine-calculator/how-to-claim-your-vanity-url-for-your-facebook-page/474147772600069/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/equine-calculator/how-to-claim-your-vanity-url-for-your-facebook-page/474147772600069/
http://www.facebook.com/username
http://www.facebook.com/YourBusinessName
http://facebook.com/scfms4u
http://facebook.com/scfms4u
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