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SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF MINERAL SOCIETIES, INC.

PURPOSE
To promote popular interest and edu-
cation in the various earth sciences, in
particular those hobbies dealing with
the art of lapidaries and the science of
minerals, fossils, as well as their as-
sociated fields.

To cooperate with educational and
scientific institutions or other groups
engaged in increasing knowledge in
the earth sciences.

To cooperate with or become mem-
bers of similar Federations in the
United States and elsewhere.

To assist in the formation of earth
sciences societies in localities where
public interest justifies their formation.

E-MAIL ADDRESS CORRECTION AND
CHANGES

It is each members responsibility to
send your E-mail Addresses to the
SCFMS Editor Paul W. Good,
pmgood@verizon.net

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED
BI-MONTHLY

DUPLICATION
Material in this Newsletter may be
duplicated for non-commercial pur-
poses providing full credit is given.
For Commercial use, the individual
author(s) must be contacted for ap-
proval.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
The DEADLINE for each Newsletter is
the 10th of the following months:
January - March - May - July - Sep-
tember and November.  As a re-
minder!  Shop hints and tips that are
used in this Newsletter, have not been
evaluated for safety or reliability by
myself.  Please use caution and safety
when trying out any new idea.

ANNUAL SHOW

SCF Show in 2014, to be held on
August 09-10, 2014.    So, mark your
calendar and plan to be there for that
show. We will be having more infor-
mation about the festivities as time
goes on, which are being planned at
this moment.

ANNUAL MEETING:
The Federation’s next annual meeting
will be held on August 09, 2014.

ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION
The annual silent auction will be held
during the SCF Show and Convention,
August 09-10, 2014.  Donations are
greatly welcomed and needed.
Rocks, fossils, minerals, jewelry and
hobby related items are among the
items needed.  Bring or send these
items to the show.  Proceeds from the
silent auction go into the South Cen-
tral Federation Endowment Fund. 

SCFMS OFFICERS

President: John Nash

737 FM 254 South

Jasper, TX,  75951

409-384-3974

jonnash1937@yahoo.com

Executive V-P: Bill Halepeska

2804 W. Shandon

Midland, TX 79705

432-425-5670

halepeskbf@att.net

Secretary:  Ann James

2738 FM 92 South

Woodville, TX  75979

409-429-7444

earthscache3@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Don Shurtz

4004 Dublin Road

Allen, TX 75003

972-509-2821

don-shurtz@gmail.com

Exec. Secretary: Ray Duplechain

P.O. Box 82980

Baton Rouge, LA 70884

225-978-0031

rayduplechain@hotmail.com

Past President: Virginia Adian

109 Katie Court

Boerne, TX 78006

830-755-6105

v.adian@gvtc.com

Newsletter Editor: Paul W. Good

150 Nel Court

Kyle, TX 78640

512-268-4555

pmgood@verizon.net

Your Editor is a member of S.C.R.I.B.E.

PLEASE KEEP YOUR
EMAIL ADDRESS UP
TO DATE - CONTACT
PAUL GOOD, EDITOR,
OF ANY CHANGES.

The Baton Rouge Gem and Mineral
Society, Baton Rouge, LA, will host the
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THE NASH RAMBLER

John D. Nash, SCFMS President

A SALUTE TO OUR VETERANS

Veterans Day:

On the 11th of this month we celebrated
Veterans Day in our great country.  It

was a celebration to honor America's veter-
ans for their patriotism, love of country, and
willingness to serve and sacrifice for the
common good.

Our men and women fought wars brave and true,
Returned home honoring the red, white and blue.

Thanks to our veterans for your service.

The Nashes and the James have
been on the road.  We drove to

Jacksonville, Florida for the Annual
Meeting of the AFMS held September
18th through the 22nd.  Ann serves as
the Third Regional Vice-President of
the AFMS and I, as the President of
the SCFMS, am a member of the
Board of Directors. The meetings were
held at the Jacksonville Marriott which
was very convenient.

We were invited to see the stars and
enjoy a picnic on the beach at Hanna
Park.  The picnic was great and Ann
even found shark teeth on the beach
but the star gazing event was can-
celed because of rains earlier in the
day.

The Jacksonville Gem & Mineral Soci-
ety's 25th Show and Sale opened at
Friday noon.  I never miss an oppor-

tunity to go to a rock show - I do my
best rockhounding there.  The people
at the show and meetings were all
really friendly and helpful. It was also
nice to meet the folks from the Fed-
eration with whom you had previously
corresponded.

We had a great safe trip of over 1600
miles and really thankful for "On Star"
even though sometimes she had to
"re-calculate".  I did learn some new
words and gestures from a guy on the
freeway there in Jacksonville - I think
he thought I was going to join him in
his front seat.  I sure you have all
heard - Whatever happens in Las Ve-
gas stays in Las Vegas - well the same
thing applies in Jacksonville.

Did you realize that this December
marks the 70th birthday of the South
Central Federation of Mineral Socie-

ties.  The Federation did not begin
with this name but rather the name
"THE STATE MINERAL SOCIETY OF
TEXAS".  The organizational meeting
was held in San Angelo in December
of 1943.  If you refer to the web site for
SCFMS you can trace all the devel-
opments through the years.  You can
log on to the web site at www.scfms.
net.  You may even want to download
the Constitution and directory.

I hope to see you and be able to visit
with you at the next show we attend.

John D Nash
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BILL’S BLOTTER

Bill Halepeska, SCFMS Executive Vice-President

Hats off to the Federation and those
volunteers, who make the future

Rockhounds Program successful.

Besides needing volunteers to accomplish our programs in
general, it takes an especially dedicated one to be able to
connect in a special way with the younger crowd.

We had such a person here in MGMS during the early 90’s
who built a terrific program for 6 though 12 students and
was called “Pebble Pups”.  When she left, we did not have
the kind of person(s) / ??? Determination to keep it going.
We currently have no younger people in MGMS to start up
again.

For the past 9 or 10 years we have worked with Midland
College within their summer “Kids College” Program to offer
our version of pebble pups which is labeled “Geology
001/Pebble pups” and is open for students 3rd through 6th
grades.  It is a two week course offered twice each summer
in June.  We start with simple rock and mineral identifica-
tion, maintaining a hands-on approach where all specimens
can be handled by the students.  Materials include the
common rock types and the more common minerals in
these rocks, with emphasis on those available in the area.

Each student is given a small rock/mineral book, hardness
testing objects, and a streak plate with instructions for their
use.

A suitable box (with dividers) for specimens along with 12
rock and mineral specimens are given each participant, and
must be identified before it can be placed in the box.  The
collection is theirs to keep after finishing the class.

An on campus field trip introduces the kids to a number of
the rocks discussed in class.  Fossils are included late, and

must include dino bone and dino poop.
A fluorescent mineral display is also
included.

The final day is open house where parents are invited to
see what has been done for the past two weeks.  Most of
our kids seem delighted to show their work and the speci-
mens used in class.

All the work and time spent in preparation for the classes is
forgotten when one of these kids comes up to you and say
bye, and give you a big hug our kids are super important,
and we must try to include them in our activities.

A TRIBUTE TO VOLUNTEERS

V aluable is the work you do,

O utstanding is how you always come through.

L oyal, sincere and full of good cheer,

U ntiring in your efforts throughout the year.

N otable are the contributions you make,

T rustworthy in every project you take.

E ager to reach your every goal,

E ffective in the way you fulfill your role.

R eady with a smile like a shining star,

S pecial and wonderful that’a what you are!

(Author unknown)

DEADLINE FOR THE JAN - FEB

ISSUE WILL BE JAN. 10, 2014.
BAG
YOUR
LITTER

Then place it in your container.
It prevents LITTER.
It prevents PESTS.
It’s the LAW.



The South Central Federation, as it is
known to us today, had its beginning in

December, 1943 in San Angelo, TX, in the
home of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. (Bill) Curry.
The Organization was named “THE
STATE MINERAL SOCIETY OF TEXAS”.
W. E. Curry was elected the first Presi-
dent, and Mrs. Viola Block was the first
Secretary/Treasurer.  The first convention
and show was held in 1944 in San Angelo,
TX, in the Ball Room of the Plaza Hotel.

Our information on the first few years is
rather scanty, but we do know that it was
decided at the first show in San Angelo,
TX to hold annual conventions and shows.
No show was held in 1946 due to the polio
scare, so the 1947 show and convention
may be considered as the first annual
event of the Federation.  It was during this
convention, the organization affiliated with
the Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineral
Societies.

The annual conventions and shows were
held alternately between San Antonio and
Austin from 1947-1951.  Finally the tradi-
tion was broken and The Fort Worth Gem
& Min. Club, hosted the 1952 convention
and show.

A joint convention and show was held with
the Rocky Mountain Federation in   Hous-
ton, TX, which was hosted by the Houston
Gem & Min. Soc.  At this convention the
organization changed its name to TEXAS
REGIONAL FEDERATION OF MINERAL
SOCIETIES, INC.  The Federation was
chartered under the new name on April 8,
1953.  Due to attaining the status of a
Regional Federation, membership with the
RMFMS was discontinued.

In 1954 at the show held in Odessa, TX,
the Federation voted to become a member
of the American Federation of Mineralogi-

cal Societies, making it the 6th Regional
Federation.  Also at the convention the
Federation changed its name to SOUTH-
WEST FEDERATION OF MINERAL SO-
CIETIES.

The first Federation bulletin that was kept
in the Federation files was published by
the Secretary/Treasurer, Pearl Wasser.  It
included a short note on the show in
Odessa and a promise of a good show in
Corpus Christi in 1955.  Once again the
name of the Federation was changed to:
TEXAS FEDERATION OF MINERAL SO-
CIETIES, INC. (TFMS) at the ninth annual
convention and show in Corpus Christi,
TX.  Nine clubs were now affiliated with
this Federation.

The 1958 convention and show was the
first time the Federation had hosted a
combined American (AFMS) and Texas
Federations show.  The host club was the
Dallas Gem & Min. Soc.  One of the clubs
represented at this show was the Rollin’
Rock Club, that unique club where mem-
bers meet only once a year (officially) at
the annual show and convention. The next
Federation Newsletter that we have a re-
cord of was written before May 1958, as
the last sentence states, “so long---see
you in Dallas May 1”. This newsletter in-
forms of the activities and progress of the
Federation.

At the Federation show in Amarillo, TX, in
May, 1963, the Constitution was changed
to permit clubs from Arkansas and Lou-
isiana to join the Federation.

At the AFMS/TFMS show in Fort Worth,
TX, June, 1970, the name was changed to
SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF
MINERAL SOCIETIES, INC., (SCFMS).
One special exhibit, at this show, was
“The Moon Rock”.

The SCFMS convention and show trav-
eled for the first time out of Texas for the
April, 1971, show, hosted by the Gem &
Min. Soc. of Louisiana.

In 1973 the SCFMS was presented with a
100% plaque for their contributions to the
American Federation Scholarship Foun-
dation.  This was the year the Federation
had 42 clubs with over 3,000 members.

In 1982 the combined AFMS & SCFMS
show was held on July 8-11, 1982, in
Houston, TX.  By this time the SCFMS
had given more, percentage wise, to the
AFMS Scholarship Foundation than any
other member Federation.

Bids for future Federation shows were
accepted through 1989 at the 1983 show
in Dallas.  (Seven years in advance is very
impressive).

The SCFMS celebrated its 50th Anniver-
sary in 1993, in Arlington, TX. The con-
vention and show was hosted by the Ar-
lington Gem & Min. Club. The History of
the SCFMS from 1943 to 1993 were on
display for all to see.

February, 2003, the SCFMS Convention
was hosted by the Clear Lake Gem and

(Continued on the next page)

THE HISTORY OF THE SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION
Compiled by:

Mignon Wagnor, 1943-1992
Paul W. Good, 1993-2010
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(Continued from previous page)

Min. Soc. at the Pasadena Convention
Center and it was a great success.  The
Federation celebrated its 60th year.

As we come to the close of 2013, it is
time for us to close the History Book
for another year.  The ARK-LA-TX
Gem & Min Soc., Bossier City, LA
hosted the show in August of this year.
It was a good show.  During the annual
meeting, the SCFMS Constitution, By-
laws and Operating Procedures were
revised and brought up to date.

Baton Rouge Gem & Min Soc., will host
the 2014 show.  The 2015 show will be
hosted by the Austin Gem & Min Soc.,
which will be an AFMS/SCFMS Combined
show.

For many years Jonathan Moehring
has held the position of Executive

Secretary of The South Central Fed-
eration. He has spent many hours of
his time fulfilling all the duties that job
has entailed. Not only has he done
those duties but also is Past President
along with his continuing job as Sec-
retary of The Rollin’ Rock Club.

He has decided to step down as Ex-
ecutive Secretary and enjoy some
much-needed time with his family.
That has left an opening in the position

that I have accepted and look forward
to continuing all that he has worked so
hard to maintain.

I have held the position of President of
The Baton Rouge Gem & Mineral So-
ciety for the last couple years. I am
also Chairman of the BEAC Contest. I
will continue the roll of BEAC as this
year's contest will soon be getting un-
der way.

Now is the time for new officer forms
and federation dues to be sent in. The

forms can be downloaded from our
Federation website. They should be
mailed to me at the address below. If
I can be of any help to you or your
club, feel free to contact me.

Ray Duplechain
SCFMS Executive Secretary

P.O. Box 82980
Baton Rouge, La. 70884

Phone # 225-978-0031

rayduplechain@hotmail.com

FROM THE SCFMS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Ray Duplechain

A Petrified Fact
by Ed Wengerd

Many pieces of petrified wood, especially those from
the northwest, have a center that looks like wood,

but with a layer of chalcedony or pumice between the
center and the outside. This indicates that the tree was
green when it was buried in hot ash. The water in the
green wood evaporated making the wood shrink. The
outside was made into a cast by the heat, so the areas
left between the cast and the wood were filled with
chalcedony, making beautiful pieces of petrified wood.

from MOROKS Newsletter, to us by The Redstick Rockhound News , Feb 2013

(Editor’s Note: Looks
like the rockhounds

forgot their Rock Tools!
Another sad day!
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SAFETY REPORT

IT’S THE WAY TO GO

SAFETY

The site where you dig
should be left clean and neat.
Leave no holes for another
to stumble with his feet.

When chipping or sawing
on rocks you have found
Wear your goggles,

so eyesight stays around.

CAUSES:  What causes us to do the often dumb and
sometimes stupid things that may result in property dam-
age, injury and “heaven forbid” fatalities?  Well, unfortu-
nately there is no single cause because if there was, then
we could correct it and we would all be safe.  In the real
world, there are numerous causes which singularly or col-
lectively contribute to our problem.  Perhaps if we can
identify some of them we can eliminate them and increase
our chances of being safe.

The following is not a complete list.  I’m sure you can think
of additional items--and that is good.  The purpose of this
article is to make us think - safety - safety - SAFETY.

KNOWLEDGE:  I think most rockhounds know how to be
safe.  It is your responsibility to be aware of the hazards
associated with you equipment and materials you handle.
It’s just dumb to get hurt because you didn’t read the in-
structions.

APATHY - ARROGANCE:  Why do you think you are im-
mune from injury?  Perhaps if you thought about the bad
consequence you would change your attitude.  To become
blind or lose a hand because you didn’t care or because
you wanted to show how daring you are is absolutely stupid.

CARELESSNESS, IN ATTENTION:  These are the most
common causes of injury.  You must be aware of what you
are doing and how you are doing it.  Pay attention, be
aware, use caution.  Keep you head in the game.  A little
carelessness can result in a lifetime of permanent disability.

AWARENESS:  Know your surroundings, avoid dangerous
areas, be alert for danger.  You must admit it’s just dumb to
pick up a piece of metal that you just heated with a torch.

These are just a few of the causes.  The important thing is
to constantly think about safety.  Most injuries are caused
by dumb acts.  Before you do anything, determine if it is
safe.  Be sure you have the proper equipment.  Develop a
safety attitude, keep alert, practice safety until it becomes
routine.  Our hobby is much more enjoyable when it doesn’t
hurt.

(Reprinted from SCFMS Newsletter, March-April, 2001

SAFETY  by: George Brown

SAFETY

IS YOUR JOB, DO IT!
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FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS CORNER

A PAN FULL OF GOLD IN OURAY, COLORADO

by Jackson Skubal-age 10, Junior Member of Houston Gem & Min. Soc.

The Bachelor Syracuse Mine also
offered gold panning lessons, and

I had signed up to learn how to pan for
gold! The gold panning stream was
next to the mine tour right outside of
Ouray, Colorado (please read my
other article "The Tourists of Today
Meet the Mine of Yesterday"). The
stream appeared to be snow that had
melted and leaked through cracks in
the mountain and then flowed out of
the mine.  The person who taught me
how to pan for gold looked pretty
young, probably a teenager or in his
early twenties.  Even though he didn't
look very old, he knew quite a lot
about gold panning!

I don't remember the gold panning
guide's name, so let's just call him
'Jack.' (for more information read "The
Tourists of Today Meet the Mine of
Yesterday") He gave me a thumb-
sized bottle with a little black lid to hold
any gold I found. Jack got a shovel
and started filling my pan with dirt from
the stream. First, he told me that after
you fill your pan with dirt, to make
circular movements with the pan
semi-emerged in the water. Second,
you take the pan out of the water, and
pour out some of the water. After that,
place the pan on a flat surface, and
swivel it around until the remaining
water is fogged up. Next, you should
repeatedly follow this procedure until
the floor of the pan is in sight. The only
minerals you should see will most
likely be dirt, fool's gold, and gold.

Jack explained to me the difference

between gold and iron pyrite (iron py-
rite is fool's gold's real name). Gold is
much heavier than fool's gold. To find
out which is the gold and which is the
fool's gold, you are supposed to tilt the
pan. Then the water washes away
anything that isn't gold since the gold
is on the bottom of the pan, and the
fool's gold will wash away with the
other, lighter sediment. Finally, you
get an eye-dropper and suck up the
gold from the bottom of the pan.
While gold panning, I also learned
how prospectors found gold during the
days of the first rush. After adding the
shovels of dirt to their gold pans, they
added mercury.  Although people did
not know that mercury caused cancer,
they did have the knowledge that
mercury attracts metal. The men
poured the mercury back into their
container and continued collecting
metals. Then the men would have
gone home, where they would have
cut a hole in a potato and put in the
mercury and metal mass. Then the
prospectors baked the potato; and,

the mercury evaporated in the heated
oven. The gold particles would stick to
the bottom of the hole in the potato,
while the silver bits would stick to the
top. However, handling mercury is
very dangerous, because they could
inhale the vapor while the potato
baked. Jack finished by saying, "Es-
pecially if you eat the potato…"

Jack also shared an interesting story
of his own findings. Once, he found
something in a rock that looked like
gold. He went to a scientist to see if it
was gold. The scientist said it could
either be gold or copper. Then Jack
said "Doesn't copper grow in a green
rock?" Since Jack's rock was not
green, he knew that his rock contained
gold, not copper.  I enjoyed gold pan-
ning, and Jack was a good teacher. All
thanks to Jack, I know how to pan for
gold. I have 5 gold granules in my
bottle.  It's very interesting how pros-
pectors pan for gold. And, another
thing: I now know not to eat a
mercury-baked potato!

From the Backbender’s Gazette, July
2012)
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SIXTH ANNUAL 2014 SCFMS WEB SITE COMPETITION!

By Phyllis George
SCFMS Web Site Contest Chair

It's time for YOUR
club to plan to enter
the 2014 SCFMS
Web Site Competi-
tion! It only takes
about 15 minutes for
your webmaster to fill
out the ONLINE en-
try form, to put in-
formation at the tops
of the two ONLINE
score sheet pages,
save them to his or
her hard drive, and
then e-mail the two
files to me at

pgeorge4@comcast.net by Monday, January 6, 2014.
Yes, it's coming up soon, driven by the date of the AFMS
annual show scheduled for early July, 2014. The early
January due date allows the two SCFMS judges time to
finish their thorough judging of all entries before the top
three entries are forwarded to the AFMS judge. The results
of the SCFMS Web Site Contest will be announced at the
Breakfast with the Editors and Webmasters August 10,
2014 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. That is it in a nutshell.

I hope everyone reading this will encourage their club's
webmaster to enter the contest. Their Web site will be
better for having gone through the process of being judged.

So how does a club webmaster enter the contest? The
webmaster needs to download THREE files-a copy of the
2014 Entry Form, the 2014 Score Sheet, and the 2014
Score Sheet Guidelines from the AFMS Web site
(www.amfed.org/web/website_contest.htm). Be SURE that
the files you download all have 2014 in their names. These
are all PDF files that can be filled in and saved on your
computer. At the time of this writing, those files are not yet
on the Web site, but hopefully they will be there by the time
you check for them.

Please make sure that you have installed a free copy of
Adobe Reader 9 or later. Adobe Reader lets you fill in your
information, save it, and have the ability to change some of
your filled-in answers later if necessary. Adobe Reader 11
is now available for downloading at
www.adobe.com/products/reader.

The Score Sheet Guidelines document goes through every
item on the score sheet and explains what it is and why it's
important. EVERY club webmaster (and every contest
judge!) should read the Guidelines document closely.
These guidelines can help all webmasters tune up their
Web site even if they decide not to enter the contest.

These forms are all PDF files. They can be filled out on your
computer and saved to your hard drive. Fill out the one-
page Entry Form completely, and fill out the top part of the
Score Sheet on both pages.

When finished, e-mail both forms to me,
Phyllis George, at pgeorge4@comcast.net
no later than Monday, January 6, 2014.

The Web Site Contest also has its own logo. Ron Gibbs,
editor and webmaster for the Charlotte Gem & Mineral Club
of Charlotte, North Carolina, is also an excellent graphic
artist. Ron donated his time and expertise to design and
develop our logo. He will also be generating animated gifs
(small images that have a moving part) that will be awarded
to the top two winners in each federation and the top three
winners at the AFMS level. These are for placement on the
winning Web sites to let visitors know the high quality of the
site.

Each contestant will receive a certificate from his or her
federation to commemorate the experience. The first place
regional federation winners will each receive a plaque, and
the entries of the top three entrants in each federation will
be forwarded to the AFMS level. Judge Wes Lingerfelt will

(Continued on next page)
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ANNOUNCING THE UPCOMING 33RD ANNUAL S.C.R.I.B.E
MEETING AND EDITOR’S GET-TOGETHER

Saturday, January 25, 2014 (9:00 am MST)
Senior Citizen's Center
Moon Mountain Road
Quartzsite, Arizona

S.C.R.I.B.E., the international organization of bulletin editors of amateur gem, mineral, and earth science societies,
invites all editors to share ideas, techniques, successes, problems, and concerns with your fellow bulletin editors at its

annual workshop and get-together in Quartzsite, Arizona.

Editors are invited to bring copies of their bulletin; original articles, poetry, or puzzles; and write-ups of information or ideas
helpful to club editors (50 copies of each item, please) to share with one another. There will be pins, patches, and extra
copies of our CD for sale. We'll also have S.C.R.I.B.E. bookmarks and cards.

New editors are especially invited to attend to learn more about S.C.R.I.B.E. and to meet other club and federation editors.
"Retired" editors are also urged to attend to share their experiences with the other editors.

A $2 registration fee per person, payable at the door, will be used to cover expenses. Registration will begin at 8:30 am
(Mountain Standard Time), but someone will probably be a the hall between 8:00 and 8:15 am.  So If you are an Early Bird,
come early, get registered, have coffee, and visit.  The meeting generally ends shortly after noon.

(Continued from previous page)

give the entrants the benefit of his
wisdom, his extensive Web experi-
ence, and his knowledge of what
works and what doesn't. He will ana-
lyze each of the sites forwarded to
him, and he will give useful feedback
on what is being done well and how
each site can be improved. Each
contestant participating at the AFMS
level will receive a certificate signifying
his or her rank, and the first place
winner will also receive an AFMS first
place plaque.

The results of the various regional
Webmaster Contests will be an-
nounced at the annual meetings of the
regional federations during their
Breakfast with the Editors and Web-
masters. The results of the 2014
SCFMS Web Site Contest will be an-

nounced during the Breakfast with the
Editors and Webmasters at the
SCFMS/Baton Rouge Gem & Mineral
Show August 10, 2014 in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana. Hope to see you all
there!

Wes Lingerfelt
AFMS Wed Site Contest Judge

<<<<EDITOR’S NOTE:
Along with the article from Phyllis
George, PLEASE note the article with
regard to “Why I enter the AFMS Web
Site Contest”, which is on page 11.

A Mineralogist

A Geologist

A Paleontologist

An Archaeologist

A Biologist

A Botanist

A Herpetologist

An Entomologist

A Lapidary

A Student

WHAT IS A ROCKHOUND

In summary a rockhound is:
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The AFMS set up this program to
honor a rockhound when an or-

ganization or an individual in the or-
ganization, believes that person is
worthy of recognition because of what
the rockhound has done.  A husband
and wife is considered to be one
nomination.  This is not a competition.

Sometimes we have good intentions
to nominate someone, but we put it off
until another day, and that day doesn’t
come.  Why not sit down at this time
and nominate that special someone
today.  We have a lot of good people
in the SCFMS who should be recog-
nized for what they do.

These nominations are passed on to
the editors of the SCFMS and AFMS

Newsletters and are published as time
and space permits.

Information which should be included
in the nomination:
1. The name of the Organization’s
outstanding rockhound.
2. The name of your organization and
where it is located, be sure to include
city and state.
3. Name of the Federation.
4. Name of the person(s) making the
nominations.  Any organization mem-
ber can nominate another organiza-
tion member.
5. A brief statement to publish with the
name as to why this club member is so
special.

Statements can be 50 words or less.
In 50 words or less, describe why this
rockhound deserves recognition for
what he/she or both, if a couple, do to
promote your Organization.

Certificates will be presented - one for
the rockhound and one for the organ-
ization’s history - to honor those
nominated.  If two different nomina-
tions are received from the same or-
ganization, the second nomination will
be held over until the following year.

Frank’s address is:

Frank Rowell
474 Lost Hollow Rd.
Llano, TX 78643
325-247-1087

FRANK ROWELL, SCFMS CHAIR

The short answer is impartial feed-
back. I have received valuable sug-
gestions from the Judges. Participa-
tion in the contest has not only made
the Website stronger, it has given the
Board an opportunity to discuss what
we value as a club. For example, I
asked the Board's advice on what we
consider to be the "Benefits of Mem-
bership".

Participation in the Contest has re-
sulted in my visiting some of the win-

ning websites. Seeing other sites
generated ideas on what would add
value to the end user. It is the reason
we have the "Rockhound Code of
Ethics" on our Field Trip page.

At the local level, it is easy to forget
that our Regional and National Fed-
erations are a resource we can be
using. My advice for anyone building a
Club Web Site or Facebook page is to
use the AFMS Web Site Contest
Score Sheet as a base checklist of

information to include. The reality is, it
never would have crossed my mind to
enter the Website Contest, if it wasn't
at the suggestion of the Club's Fed-
eration Director. It is not necessary to
enter the Contest to use the infor-
mation. However, the Judges feed-
back has been worthwhile for me.

From the S.C.R.I.B.E NEWSLETTER
Oct - Dec, 2013

WHY I ENTER THE AFMS WEB SITE CONTEST

by Stephanie Hagiwara - 1st place 2013 & 2011 AFMS Web Site Contest
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IN MEMORY

HAZEL DIETRICH

We are say to say that “Huggin” Hazel,”
a longtime Fredricksburg Rockhounds
member and dear friend to many of us,
passed away last month.  Hazel was
born on October 17, 1930. On March
19, 1950, Hazel married John W. Di-
etrich, who passed away on Septem-
ber 09, 2012,

Volunteerism was a strong component
of Hazel’s character. She served as a
Girl Scouts Troop Leader for Travis
and Harris Counties.

EDMAN JOHN LANDRY

John Landry passed away at his
Mountain Home, TX residence on Oc-
tober 9, 2013 after a short battle with
cancer.  John was born June 8, 1929 in
Nederland, TX.

John and his wife Audrey were owners
of The Marfa Rock Shop in Mountain
Home, TX. He was active in the Fre-
dericksburg Rockhound Association

and enjoyed teaching his grandkids
and others what he knew about rocks.

CHRISTINE McFALL

Frederickburg Rockhounds member
Christine Kmet McFall died June 6,
2013 of a sudden illness at age 62.
Christine was born August 2, 1950 in
Ypsilanti, Michigan.  She married
Wesley McFall on August 2, 1990 in
Toledo, Ohio.

She was a lifetime member of the
American Volkssport Association and
had participated in 477 events, cover-
ing over 8000 kilometers in 41 states.

Christine was an avid birder with the
Texas Ormithological Soc. And had a
life list of 385 species.

All three of the above Rockhounds will
be missed by their friends and club
members.

(Submited by Virginia Adian)

FRIENDS AND GEMS

Rockhounds who have been in the hobby for some time begin to realize that the
most precious gems they have collected are the friends they have made along

the way.

Some are still in the rough, some are highly polished, some are dull and colorless
until view in the right light.

And like every gemstone in nature, they also have inclusions, sometimes referred
to as flaws.  If we enjoy them as they are, realizing that their warmth and beauty
make up for their imperfections, if we concentrate on their better aspects, the flaws
become insignificant and merely marks of individuality.

from Golden Spike News.

IF STONES HAD
TONGUES

by James Dillet Freeman

If stones should find a tongue,
What would they say to me?
Would they deliver sermons

About tranquillity?

I think that being tranquil
Is more than being still,

And so I think their silence
Is not of their free will.

Although stones seem to stay
As in a solemn trance,
I understand their atoms
Perpetually dance.

And so, if stones had tongues
I would not think it strange
If they gave learned lectures
About the joy of change.

from  THE BEACHCOMBER

DID YOU KNOW?

Hmmm.... Most people think that
there are three kinds of rocks,
namely igneous, sedimentary and
metamorphic.  To a rockhound that
are still three, but not the three
mentioned above.  The three, to a
rockhound are, "pretty rocks, inter-
esting rocks, and pretty interesting
rocks."  (Swirlite could very well be
one of those.)

Hmmm.... For that glass finish on
tiger eye, polish once, dry the stone
then put a drop of vinegar on it. Let
it dry a few minutes, then give it a
second polish.

Just thought you'd like to know.

(From The Redstick Rochounds
News, Feb 2013
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Paul W. Good

GUARDING THE DISPLAY CASE

My daughter, Dena, and
son-in-law, Mark, were

celebrating their 30th wedding
anniversary at Disney World,
Florida on October 6th.   While
they were there, they at-
tended a Halloween party.
Dena dressed up as Minnie
Mouse and Mark dressed as
Tigger.  Mark has always
been a big fan of Tigger so
while he was there he did get
to talk to the "real" Tigger.  I
don't know just what they
talked about.  But after that, "Strange
Things Were Happening".

As I have mentioned in my newsletters
before, Margaret and I have taken
displays to schools in the area, where
we have lived, for forty-three years.

We have never had a guard, guarding
our displays.  During that time we
have had only one glass broken on
the cases.  The displays have been in
a School Library or in a class room,
where a teacher or a librarian is pres-
ent most of the time.

On October 9th, we needed
to change the display at the
Science Hall Elementary
School, in Kyle.  As I walked
into the Library where the
display is located, to my
"Wondering Eyes" I saw Tig-
ger, keeping guard.  As I
started to unlock the case, I
"thought" I heard a "growling
sound", I looked around and
realized that it was only  the
children who were in the Li-
brary.  So I patted Tigger on

the head and told him "Thanks, Tigger
for doing a GOOD job of guarding my
case".

To this day my son-in-law has not
revealed what he talked about to the
"real" Tigger.  :) :) :) :) :)

As we come to a close of another year, so the History Book of the Federation for the year of 2013 is now written.  It
seemed to be a good year for Federation.  I want to thank those who have taken time through out the year to take a

moment to write an article for the SCFMS News.  Also to those that have sent a note to correct their clubs show dates and
other items that needed corrections.

For this issue I want to thank the following for this months articles:  John Nash; Bill Halepeska; Ray Duplechain; Jack
Skuabal; Frank Rowell: Virginia Adian; and Mary Tarmmell.

A note to all club Presidents and Show Chairpersons, PLEASE look over the dates listed for your show on page 14.  If you
find a mistake, let me know about it as soon as possible, so I can get the corrected information in the next issue.  Thank
you.  E-mail:  pmgood@verizon.net >

Also, be sure to e-mail or snail mail your Officers and Editors form to the SCFMS Executive Secretary as soon as possible,
after your election of officers.

Margaret and I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving and a wonderful Holiday Season.  May your NEW YEAR be a GOOD
one, filled with a lot of Joy and great Mineral and Fossil finds.

Until next time....have a GOOD one.



SCFMS ORGANIZATIONS SHOW DATES FOR 2013 & 2014

Mary Trammell, SCFMS Show Co-ordinator

SCFMS  NEWSLETTER                                     PAGE 14                        NOVEMBER - DECEMBER, 2013

November 30-December 01,

2013

Round Rock, TX

Paleo. Soc. Of Austin

Old Settlers Park Hwy 29 E

December 14-15, 2013

DeRidder, LA

DeRidder G&MS

Beaugard Parish Fair-

grounds.

January 18-19 2014

Fredericksburg, TX

Fredericksburg

Rockhounds

Lady Bird Johnson Park

January 24-26 2014

Tyler TX

East Texas G&MS

Rose Garden Ctr.

February 15-16, 2014

Georgetown, TX

Williamson Co. G&MS

San Gabriel Park

February 15-16, 2014

Plainview, TX

Hi-Plains G&MS

Ollie Liner Ctr.

March 01-02, 2014

Big Spring,  TX

Big Spring

Prospectors Club

Howard Co. Fair Barn

March 01-02, 2014

Robstown, TX

Gulf coast G&MS

Regional Fairgrounds

March 08-09, 2014

Pasadena, TX

Clear Lake G&MS

Pasadena Convention Ctr.

March 15-16, 2014

Live Oak, TX

(San Antonio)

Southwest G&MS

Live Oak Civic Ctr.

8101 Pat Booker RD

April 12-13, 2014

Abilene, TX

Central Texas G&MS

Abilene Civic Ctr.

North 6th & Pine

April 17-20, 2014

Alpine, TX

Chihuahua G&MS

Alpine Civic Ctr.

April 19-20, 2014

Waco, TX

Waco G&MS

Extraco Events Ctr.

April 26-27, 2014

Lubbock, TX

Lubbock G&MS

Lubbock Civic Ctr.

May 24-25, 2014

Fort Worth, TX

Fort Worth G&MS

Will Rogers Mem. Ctr.

August 09-10, 2014

Baton Rouge, LA

SCFMS Convention & Show

Baton Rouge G&MS

The Marriott

August 16-17, 2014

Bossier City, LA

Bossier City Civic Ctr.

August 23-24, 2014

Jasper, TX

Pine Country G&MS

Events Center

September 13-14, 2014

Grapevine, TX

Arlington G&MS

Grapevine Convention Ctr.

September 27-28, 2014

Dallas, TX

Dallas G&MS

Restiol Expo Ctr.

Mesquite, TX

October 12-13, 2014

Temple, TX

Tri-City G&MS

Mayborn Civic Ctr.

October 11-12, 2014

Fort Worth, TX

Lockheed Martin

RA Stone Steppers

LMRA Picnic Area

3400 Bryant Irvin Rd.

October 17-19, 2014

Victoria, TX

Victoria G&MS

Community Ctr.

2905 East North St.

October 17-19, 2014

Austin, TX

Austin G&MS

Palmer Events Ctr.

October 19-20, 2014

Amarillo, TX

Golden Spread G&MS

Amarillo Civic Ctr.

Exhibition Hall

October 25-26, 2014

Glen Rose, TX

Paleo. Soc. Of Austin

Somervell Expo Ctr.

Hwy 67

November 01-02, 2014

Midland, TX

Midland G&MS

Midland Ctr.

November 07-09, 2014

Humble, TX

Houston G&MS

Humble Civic Ctr.

8233 Will Clayton Pkway

November 29-30, 2014

Round Rock, TX

Paleontological Soc. Of

Austin

Old Settlers Park

Hwy 29 E

Round Rock, TX

December 06-07, 2014

DeRidder, LA

DeRidder G&MS

Beaugard Parish

Fairgrounds

506 West Dr.

(A note to all club

Presidents and

Show Chairpersons,

PLEASE

over the dates listed for

your show. If you find a mis-

take, let me know about it

as soon as possible.

Thank you.

Your Editor Paul W. Good


